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AWmJAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1961. 

To  the  Chaiiman  and  Mesnbers  of 
the  Bourne  Urban  District  Council, 

Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  ei^th  Annual  Report  on  the  Vital  Statistics,  Health 
and  Sanitary  Conditions  of  the  Urban  District, 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  COHDITICNS 


Area  in  acres  10,103 
Population  - Census  1961  5,339 
Population  - Registrar  General's  estimate  I96I  5,270 
Nxjmber  of  Inhabited  Houses  1 ,694 
Rateable  Value  £58,818 
Sum  represented  by  a 1d  rate  £236 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

Extract  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year  1961, 

Note  Birth  and  Death  Rates, 

As  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  population  in  different  areas  materially  affects  both 
the  Birth  and  Death  rates  of  these  areas,  comparability  factors  allowing  for  this  are  issued  by  the 
Registrar  General  for  each  Local  Government  Unit,  Baese  factors  may  be  used  for  calculating  vhat 
are  termed  in  this  Report  as  Nett  Rates  and  fairer  ccn^jarisons  are  obtained  if  the  latter  are  used 
vhen  canparing  rates  with  those  of  any  other  area  (when  these  have  been  similarly  adjusted)  or  with 
rates  for  the  Countiy  as  a Vihole, 


Ihese  factors  for  Births  and  Deaths  in  respect  of  Bourne  U.D, 

, are 

0,99  and 

0,92  re^ectively 

The  corresponding  figures  'vUn.en  multiplied  by  the  Crude  Rate  (that 

is,  for  Births  or  Deaths  as  the 

case  may  be)  will  give  the  Nett  Rate. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Live  Births 

33 

25 

58 

Legitimate 

51 

25 

56 

Illegitimate 

2 

- 

2 

Crude  live  birth  rate  per  1 ,000  of  estimated  population 

11.01 

Nett  live  birth  rate  per  1 ,000  of  estimated  pop^llation 

10.90 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

17.4 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent,  of  total  live  births  3«4^ 
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Male  Female  Total 


Still  Births  112 

Legitimate  112 

Illegitimate  « _ _ 

Still  hirth  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  33.33 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales  18,7 

Total  live  and  still  births  60 


Deaths 

Crude  death  rate  per  1 ,000  of  estimated  population 
Nett  death  rate  per  1 ,000  of  estimated  population 
Rate  for  England  and  Wales 


Male  Female  Total 
29  37  66 

12.52 

11.52 
12.0 


Infant  Mortality  (i.e,  deaths  of  infants  under  the  age  of 
one  year) : 

Total  number  of  deaths 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

Infantile  mortality  rate  per  1 ,000  live  births 
Rate  for  England  and  Wales 
Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1 ,000 
legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1 ,000 
illegitimate  live  births 

Neo-natal  deaths  (i.e,  deaths  of  infants 
under  4 weeks  of  age) 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1 ,000  live  births 
Rate  for  En^and  and  Wales 

Early  Neo-natal  deaths  (i.e,  deaths  of  infants 
under  one  -week) 

Early  Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1 ,000  live  births 
Perinatal  mortality  rate  (i.e.  still  births  and  deaths  mder 
one  week)ocinbined  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 


Male  Female  Total 

2 1 3 

2 1 3 

51.72 

21.4 


53.57 

Nil. 

Male  Female  Total 

2-2 

34.5 

15.5 

Male  Female  Total 

2-2 

34.5 

66.6 


Causes  of  Death  under  One  Year  of  Age 
Under  one  week 

8 hours  - Atelectasis  of  both  lungs  - Male 

31  hours  - Partial  pulmonary  atelectasis  - Male 

Under  one  year 

6 months  - Bilateral  haemorrhagic 

broncho  pneumonia  - Female 

Maternal  mortality  (i.e,  death  due  to  pregnancy  and  childbirth  or  abortion)  Nil. 
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The  hirth  rate  at  10,90  per  thousand  of  the  population  is  only  tv/o-thirds  of  that  of  England 
and  Wales  as  a ^7hole  at  17.4  'vdiich  incidentally  is  the  hipest  since  1946. 

The  death  rate  at  11,52  canpares  favourably  with  the  National  experience  at  12,0;  this  is 
after  correction  for  our  population  being  a little  overweighted  in  the  hi^er  age  groups  compared 
with  the  country  as  a vdiole. 

The  national  decrease,  that  is  the  excess  of  dea.ths  over  live  births  during  the  year  was  eight. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  the  seventh  year  in  succession  was 
the  lov^est  ever  previously  recorded  in  this  Country,  This  year  it  reached  21  ,4  per  1 ,000  live 
births.  In  1930  it  was  68,  in  194^  55  and  in  1950  30,  However  praisewortly this  is,  the  equivalent 
figures  in  Scandinavia  are  consistently  even  lovrer. 

Bourne’s  figxnre  this  year  was  one  of  51 .72  as  after  two  years  of  freedom  from  infantile  deaths 
there  vrere  three  this  year.  As  I have  stressed  each  year,  with  the  relatively  small  ntimbers 
involved  a small  alteration  in  them  is  reflected  in  a wide  variation  in  the  rate. 


CAUSES  OP  PE^iTHS 


Malignant  neoplasm,  lung  bronchus 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

Vasciilar  lesions  of  the  nervous  system... 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

Other  heart  disease 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Other  disease  of  respiratory  systera 

Pneumonia...., 

Bronchitis ; 

Motor  vehicle  accident.,._ 

All  other  accidents 

Syphilitic  disease 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis, 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  ... 

Congenital  malformations 

Diabetes 

Suicide 


Male 

.......  1 


...3 


.3 

3 

3 

2 


......3 

2 

......  1 

Zi 

1 

4 


.....1 

1 


Pemale 


1 

4 

1 

4 

1 

11 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 


6 

1 

1 

1 


Total 

1 

1 

7 

1 

7 

4 
14 

3 

1 

5 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 

10 

1 

2 

2 


Cardio-vascular  diseases  (28)  were  as  usual  the  principal  causes  of  death  Yn.th  the  vascular 
catastrophe  of  strokes  accounting  for  7 and  coronary  thrcmbosis  for  4«  These  two  entities  take  an 
increasing  toll  of  life.  While  research  continues  into  the  dietetic  factors  and  modes  of  living 
■«dn.ch  predispose  to  and  precipitate  these  conditions  it  is  wise  to  act  on  the  knowledge  we  have. 
Amongst  the  requisites  for  keeping  healthy  and  reducing  the  risk  of  coronary  and  arterial  troubles 
are:-  regular  habits  and  exercise,  particxILarly  walking;  and  adequate  and  v/ell  balanced  diet,  and  the 
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avoidance  of  obesity  Tjith  a reduction  in  the  consumption  of  animal  fats.  Moderate  use  of  or 
abstin^ce  fron  smoking  and  alcohol  and  a contented  mind. 

Malignant  growths  and  the  respiratory  group  of  diseases  stand  second  place  as  causes  of 
death  with  nine  each. 

Four  preventable  deaths,  one  due  to  a heme  accident,  one  to  a road  accident  and  two  to 
suicide  are  a sonbre  part  of  these  mortality  figures.  It  is  a commentary  on  the  times  in  vhich 
we  live  that  suicide  is  now  as  frequently  a cause  of  death  as  are  accidents  in  the  heme  or  on 
the  road.  Here  is  a challenge  to  ovac  sexjiologists  and  caning  nearer  home  it  calls  for  a good  system  of 
voluntary  visiting  of  the  elderly  living  alone,  so  that  they  are  made  to  feel  wanted  and 
respected  members  of  the  ceramunily. 

HEALTH  SMICES  IN  THE  JiREA 


Nursing  in  the  Heme 

Under  the  Coxmty  Council  schane,  there  are  two  District  Niirse  Midwives, 

Hone  Helps  and  Welfare  Food  Services  - Local  Secretary.  Mrs,  G-,  Watts. 

Hone  Helps  are  made  available  in  approved  cases.  The  local  Headquarters  are  situated  at 
the  North  Street  Welfare  Centre  and  are  open  as  follows 

Mondays  and  Tuesdays  - 2,0  p,m,  to  5.0  p,m, 

Wednesdays,  Thursdays  and  Fridays  - 10.0  a,m,  to  12  noon. 

The  Heme  Helps  provide  a wonderful  dinner  to  the  elderly  and  disabled  and  vri.thout  them 
many  in  these  groups  would  be  quite  incapable  of  remaining  in  their  own  hemes  and  keeping  Tjp 
their  nutritional  and  reasonable  domestic  standards.  Some  22  Home  Helps  are  employed  frem  this 
Centre. 

Hesilth  Visiting 

Under  the  County  Co^mcil  arrangements,  one  full-time  Health  Visitor  covers  the  Urban  District 
and  part  of  the  Rural  District  of  South  Kesteven.  She  provides  an  advisory  Health  and  Social 
Service  to  the  family  and  in  particialar  to  the  mother  and  infant,  the  aged,  the  problem  family 
and  the  tuberculosis  patient  and  his  family  in  co-operation  with  the  family  doctor  and  the 
hospitals. 

Ambulance  Service 

Two  ambulances  and  two  dual-purpose  vehicles  are  stationed  at  Bourne.  As  usual  all  the 
demands  made  upon  the  service  were  efficiently  met. 

Infant  Welfare  and  School  Clinic 

The,  School  Clinic  though  poorly  patronised  is  held  each  Thvirsday  morning  at  the  Welfare 
Centre,  North  Street.  The  same  premises  are  utilised  as  an  Infant  Welfare  Centre  on  the  1st  and 
3rd  Th\jrsday  afternoons  in  the  month,  with  a doctor  in  attendance.  Regular  Ophthalmic , Dental  and 
Physiotherapy  sessions  are  also  held  at  the  same  venue  for  the  benefit  of  school  children.  It 
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was  with  enthusiasm  that  we  greeted  the  new  %)eech  Therapist,  Miss  E.  Wri^t  in  September  and  she 
now  has  regular  weekly  clinics. 

The  School  Health  Service  also  provides  a Psychotherapy  Clinic  at  the  Childrens*  Hostel  in 
West  Street  with  Dr,  J.  Richardson  in  charge, 

A band  of  devoted  voluntary  workers  provides  for  the  sale  of  welfare  concessionary  foods  at  all 
the  Infant  Welfare  sessions  and  help  with  the  weiring  and  the  social  activities  of  the  Clinic,  and 
I am  very  grateful  to  them  for  their  efforts. 

Immunisation 

Free  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Poliocyelitis  Immunisation  is  provided  by  the  General 
Practitioners  imder  the  County  Coimcil  Schone  as  is  vaccination  against  Smallpox  also  . This 
service  used  to  be  provided  at  the  Local  Health  Authority  Clinic  for  the  convenience  of  the  public 
but  this  was  discontinued  at  the  request  of  several  feaaily  doctors, 

Mothercraft  and  Relaxation  Classes  for  Expectant  Mothers 

After  coming  to  a halt  in  due  to  lack  of  support,  these  classes  were  recommenced  this  year 

and  by  its  end  15  young  expectant  mothers  had  joined  them,  making  an  aggregate  attendance  of  129. 
Most  of  these  attended  as  a result  of  direct  recommendations. 

The  programme  of  talks  is  as  follov/s:- 


(a)  Simple  Anatomy  and  Physiology 

(b)  Uterine  changes  during  pregnancy 

( a)  General  hygiene 

(b)  Care  of  breasts  dxiring  pregnancy 
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2, 


(c)  Use  of  maternity  brassieres  and  belts 

Diet  - including  importance  of  certain  foods  dixring  pregnancy 
Hints  on  baby*  s layette 
Bathing  baby 

Feeding  - breast  and  artificial 
How  to  use  gas  and  air 
Mystery  of  labour  explained. 


3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 


At  the  end  of  each  talk  an  instructional  session  of  relaxation  exercises  is  given  and  the 
■v^ole  afternoon  is  given  a pleasantly  social  aimosphere.  Would  that  the  premises  were  more  in 
keeping  with  Health  Educational  projects. 

Hospital  Services 

These  are  provided  by  the  East  Anglian  Regional  Ho^ital  Board  vho  control  the  Butterfield 
Hospital  and  the  Chest  Hospital.  St.  Peter*  s Hospital  for  the  mentally  disordered  however  cones  within 
the  jxirisdiction  of  the  Sheffield  Regional  Hospital  Board,  who  also  provide  all  the  mental  treatment 
services  for  t.hi^s  area.o  c; 


A clinic  for  diseases  of  the  chest  is  held  at  Bourne  Chest  Hospital  each  Thursday  hy  Dr, 
Bernard  Royce,  Consviltant  Chest  Physician. 

Venereal  Diseases 


Clinics  are  held  at  the 
N.A.  Ross. 


Males 


Mondays:  4.30 

Wednesdays : 5.30 


Out-patients  Department,  Memorial  Hospital,  Peterborough,  under  Dr. 

Females 

6.30  p.m.  Tuesdays;  10.30  a.m.  - 12  noon. 

7.00  p.m.  Thursdays:  4.30  - 6,30  p.m. 


Laboratory  Facilities 

Bac ter iologiical  investigations  are  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Peterborough  \jnder 
the  control  of  Dr,  J,  Glencross,  The  service  provided  includes  the  examination  of  milk,  water  and 
ice-cream  samples  and  general  bacteriological  examinations  for  the  family  doctors  and  the  Public 
Health  Department,  It  is  well  equipped  and  generous  in  its  assistance  to  our  work. 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  IKPECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Diphtheria 

■a  ^ 

U 

oJ 

•H 

a 

0 

<D 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

Erysipelas 

Dysentery 

Scarlet  Fever 

Acute 

Policmyelitis 

Cerebro 

Spinal  Fever 

Paratyphoid 

Fever 

Food  Poisoning 

Total 

Under 

1 year 

3 

4 

1 - 2 

- 

- 

2 

— 

26 

1 

— 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

30 

3-4 

- 

- 

1 

- 

48 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

50 

5-9 

- 

- 

1 

- 

88 

3 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

93 

9-15 

- 

- 

2 

- 

6 

1 

— 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

11 

15-20 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

— 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

20  - 35 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

2 

35  - 45 

- 

- 

2 

- 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

3 

45  - 65 

- 

- 

5 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6 

65  and 
over 

. 

2 

3 

_ 

5 

Ages  un- 
known 

— 

1 

... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Total 

- 

- 

16 

- 

173 

6 

6 

- 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

207 

Admitted 

into 

Hospital 

3 

3 

The  incidence  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  excluding  tuberc\ilosis  was  considerably  up 
on  the  previous  year,  there  being  207  cases  conpared  with  liU  in  1960  and  73  in  1959.  This  increase 
was  due  to  an  outbreak  of  mesLsles  in  the  susceptible  cctnmunity  which  had  developed  since  the  last 
major  epidemic  in  1958. 

There  was  a reduction  in  the  number  of  notified  cases  of  scarlet  fever  fron  17  in  I960  to  6 
but  this  constitutes  an  \jnreliable  guide  to  the  prevalence  of  streptococcal  infections  of  the 
throat,  caused  by  the  same  organism  but  without  the  rash. 

Sixteen  cases  of  pneumonia  were  notified  and  during  the  same  period  5 deaths  were  attributed 
to  this  cause. 

Acute  poliomyelitis  was  absent  for  the  eleventh  consecutive  year  and  the  poliomyelitis 
vaccination  campaign  is  a fine  insvirance  policy  for  this  immunity  to  be  continued.  It  is,  however, 
of  enormovis  importance  that  every  entitled  person  shoiald  make  use  of  the  vaccine  for  only  by  so 
doing  can  the  community  as  a viiole  obtain  protection  through  a herd  immunity.  Now  with  an  oral 
vaccine  available  any  default  is  even  more  reprehensible. 

There  have  been  fourteen  years  of  freedom  now  from  diphtheria,  but  here  again  this  freedom 
will  not  be  achieved  in  the  future  without  a modicvim  of  effort  on  the  part  of  the  mothers  of  the 
town  in  ensuring  that  each  and  every  one  of  their  children  are  immunised  in  their  first  year  of 
life  and  again  on  entering  school.  The  general  use  of  a triple  vaccine  giving  the  additional 
protection  against  whooping  covigh  and  tetanus  as  vTell  as  diphtheria  has  helped  the  drive  against 
the  latter.  Certain  it  is  if  the  bacillus  of  diphtheria  is  to  be  defeated  fully  the  virus  of 
complacency  that  the  disease  will  not  return  must  be  annihilated  now.  As  I stressed  last  year  the 
state  of  irainunity  amongst  the  children  in  Bourne  is  unsatisfactorily  Iovit,  Vaccination  against 
smallpox  is  yet  another  simple  procedure  which  has  been  allowed  to  fall  into  disiise.  Only  the 
salutary  shock  of  hearing  that  outbreaks  ofi  the  disease  can  still  occxjr  in  this  Coimtry  shook  the 
public  out  of  its  apathy.  "Why  of  why  wait  until  the  emergency  is  knocking  at  the  door  before  taking 
action  instead  of  having  all  children  vaccinated  within  their  first  year  and  so  making  them  secure 
from  attack. 

There  were  no  cases  of  food  poisoning  or  the  ga^tro-enteritis  group  of  disease  dxjring  the  year. 
The  Council  continued  to  provide  any  of  their  workmen  vjho  might  be  engaged  on  work  in  a rat  infested 
area  with  a card  of  precautions  which  they  were  asked  to  observe. 

There  has  been  no  sign  this  year  of  any  decrease  in  the  national  incidence  of  new  cases  of 
venereal  disease.  This  year  in  Boiome  three  new  cases  were  reported  from  the  Peterborough  venereal 
disease  clinic  against  the  six  new  cases  of  the  year  before.  The  period  is,  however,  much  too  short 
to  deduce  that  this  indicates  any  considerable  drop  in  the  level  of  prcxniscuity  and  extra-marital 
sexual  relations.  The  total  figures  for  those  dealt  with  at  the  Peterborough  Clinic  for  the  first 
time  during  I96I  were; 


Syphilis 

Gonorrhoea 


13 

60 

169 


making  a totad  of  242. 


Other  venereal  conditions 
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Tuberculosis 


No  fresh  cases  of  pulmonaiy  t\iberculosis  came  to  li^t  during  the  year  and  for  the  fourth  year 
in  succession  no  death  has  been  attributable  to  this  cause.  There  has  also  been  three  years 
of  freedon  from  non-pulmonary  tubercle  infection.  Ihese  facts  indicate  the  enormoiis  strides  vihich 
have  taken  place  in  recent  years  in  the  field  of  preventive  control  and  therapeutics  alike.  Here 
is  a disease  -which  can  be  eradicated,  but  the  final  triumph  -will  be  no  easy  victcary  and  will  require 
an  all  out  effort  on  the  part  of  all  concerned  and  not  least  of  John  Citizen  himself. 

I wish  to  record  vd-th  satisfaction  the  very  close  and  harmonious  liaison  -which  has  been 
developed  be-tween  the  Health  Visitor  and  the  staff  of  the  Chest  Clinic.  This  has  enormously 
increased  the  value  of  her  work  by  keeping  her  fully  in  the  pict-ure  and  so  ensuring  that  her 
domiciliary  visits  are  of  the  maximum  value  to  the  patient  and  his  family.  She  also  follows  iqp 
those  vdio  default  on  their  appoin-tments  at  the  Chest  Clinic  or  -the  Surgery  and  ensures  their 
subsequent  attendance.  I am  sanguine  that  -the  Chest  Clinic  also  benefits  from  her  interpretation 
of  -the  home  backgro-und  and  social  needs  of  -their  patients. 

The  B.C.G.  vaccination  scheme  which  ccramenced  in  I96O  was  continued  this  year.  Consent  was 
received  in  respect  of  60  school  children.  These  -srere  skin  tested  and  the  53  gave  negative 
res-ults  -were  vaccinated,  the  remaining  7 positives  had  their  chests  x-r^ed  but  fortunately  no 
active  -tubercle  was  found. 


SANITARI  CIRCIMSTANCE3  OF  TBE  AHEA 

The  water  is  obtained  from  the  Lincolnshire  Limestone  water  bearing  strata  by  means  of  13  inch 
and  36  inch  bores.  The  supply  is  ample  in  quantity  and  has  remained  of  excellent  quality  throxaghout 
the  year.  It  is  very  hard  and  there  is  no  problem  -with  plumb o- solvency , -though  natvirally  the 
house-wife  in  search  of  a lather  and  the  heating  engineer  concerned  for  his  pipes  have  a problem. 

At  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  an  analysis  of  the  water  from  the  various  sources 
of  supply  are  given. 
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Bourne  Pumping  Station 
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EEvIARKS 


No.  1 “ This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  hri^t  in  appearance, 

neutral  in  reaction  and  free  fron  iron  and  other  metals. 

The  water  is  very  hard  in  character  but  not  excessively  so, 
contains  no  excess  of  mineral  constituents  and  it  is  of 
a very  satisfactory  organic  quality. 

Frcm  the  aspect  of  the  chemical  analysis  these  results 
are  indicative  of  a pure  and  'wdaolescme  water  suitable 
for  public  supply  purposes. 

No.  2 - This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance, 

neutral  in  reaction  and  free  fran  metals  apart  fran  a 
minute  trace  of  iron.  The  water  is  very  hard  in  character 
but  not  excessively  so,  contains  no  excess  of  mineral 
constituents  and  it  is  of  a very  satisfactory  organic 
quality. 

Frcm  the  aspect  of  the  chemical  analysis  these  results 
are  indicative  of  a pure  and  whole  sane  water  suitable  for 
public  supply  purposes. 

The  daily  consumption  in  December,  was  206,444  gallons  compared  v/ith  196,345  gallons 

in  December  1960,  that  is  39.2  gallons  per  head  of  the  population  inclusive  of  industrial  usage. 
However  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  conmercial  laundry  with  their  very  high  demands  on  water 
are  not  included  in  the  above,  having  their  own  private  bore  supply.  Actually  they  were  granted 
increased  water  abstra±ion  facilities  during  the  year. 

The  Ministry  of  Hovising  and  Local  G-ovemment  have  agreed  to  the  formation  of  the  new  South 
Lincolnshire  ?feter  Board  vihLch  will  becone  fully  operative  in  October,  1962.  Then  for  the  first  time 
the  Council  will  have  direct  representation  on  the  body  liiiich  supplies  and  distributes  this  vital 
commodity  to  the  town.  Having  one  member  on  the  Board  he  will  have  a big  responsibility  in  ensuring 
that  the  enormously  important  underground  water  supplies  of  this  part  of  Lincolnshire  are  safeguarded 
from  lanreasonable  exploitation  fom  sxirface  irrigation  schemes  and  fran  pollution  by  ill-conceived 
mining  operations  or  ill-planned  refuse  disposal. 

The  other  Councils  concerned  in  the  great  undertaking  for  the  national  planning  of  the  supply 
and  distribution  of  this  national  and  regional  asset  are:- 

Stamford  M.B.  Boston  R.D.  Spalding  R.D. 

Spalding  U.D.  East  Elloe  R.D.  Barnack  and  Ketton  R.D. 

South  Kesteven  R.D. 
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It  was  a fine  achievement  for  so  many  autonanous  Local  Authorities,  Water  Undertakings  and  other 
interested  parties  to  agree  to  sink  their  differences  for  the  common  weal  and  that  only  one 
objector  should  have  been  present  vAien  the  official  Ministerial  Inqxiiry  was  held.  So  far  as 
Boxjrne  was  concerned  a lot  is  owed  to  the  meticulous  work  of  the  Clerk,  Inevitably  the  cost  of 
water  in  the  town  vyill  rise  frcm  its  present  completely  unrealistic  figure  until  it  reaches  a parity 
with  all  other  consumers  in  the  area.  This  however  will  be  cushioned  by  being  spread  over  a ten 
year  period. 

On  a good  neighbour  policy  it  has  been  decided  to  co-operate  with  the  South  Kesteven  R,I),C, 
in  accepting  the  sewage  from  the  proposed  sewering  schemes  for  Morton  to  the  north  and  Thiirlby  and 
Northorpe  to  the  south.  To  provide  the  ncessary  capacity  at  the  Bourne  works,  steps  have  had  to 
be  taken  to  reduce  drastically  the  quantity  of  infiltration  and  siarfaoe  water  vihlch.  is  now  going  to 
them.  This  is  being  done  by  the  resewering  of  ?irest  Street  and  liTest  Road  and  the  separation  of 
the  drainage  system  for  surface  water  and  sewage.  Ihe  scheme  is  not  without  its  critics  from  the 
affected  Drainage  Boards  but  objections  must  be  resolved  as  the  provision  of  modern  sanitary 
conveniences  for  so  many  depend  upon  it.  The  scheme  was  the  subject  of  a Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  G-overament  local  inquiry  during  the  year. 

The  swimming  bath  provided  by  the  Bourne  United  Charities  continues  to  be  one  of  the  great 
amenities  of  the  town  during  1he  simmer  months.  It  was  a piiy  that  for  the  second  year  in 
succession  very  poor  weather  reduced  the  doaands  made  upon  it  and  the  total  attendance  was  down. 

Water  samples  taken  during  the  season  were  bacteriologically  satisfactory.  The  new  paddling 
pool  vhich  has  been  provided  should  be  enormously  popular. 

The  Council  are  the  Burial  Authority  and  there  is  adequate  provision  of  burial  ground  for  the 
forseeable  future.  The  nearest  Crematorium  is  at  Peterborough  and  this  is  being  increasingly  used. 
Mortuary  facilities  for  the  use  of  the  Police  and  the  Coroner  are  provided  in  association  with 
the  South  Kesteven  R.D.C,  at  St,  Peter’s  Hospital, 

Litter  frcm  time  to  time  was  still  allowed  to  mar  the  fair  face  of  the  town  in  spite  of  the 
conveniently  placed  receptacles  provided  for  it.  It  shows  a flagrant  disregard  for  the  ri^ts  and 


sensibilities  of  others, 

Housms- 

Number  of  Council  houses  at  31st  December,  1961  519 

Number  of  Council  houses  built  during  the  year  ended 

31st  December,  I96I  2 

Number  of  Council  houses  in  course  of  construction  at 

31st  December,  I96I  12 

Number  of  private  houses  bviilt  during  the  year  46 

Number  of  Improvement  Grants  given  (Discretionary  and  Standard)  19 

Nxmber  on  waiting  list  for  Coujncil  houses  I66 
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The  Council  operate  a Points  Scheme  for  housing  applicants  and  in  the  operation  of  this,  length 
of  time  on  the  list,  sharing  acccmnodation , sanitary  defects  and  other  detrimental  environmental 
factors  such  as  overcrovniing  are  teken  into  consideration.  Priority  is  also  given  to  those  ■who  require 
it  on  medical  grounds.  During  I96I  in  eight  instances  priority  was  claimed  on  the  grounds  of  ill  health. 
As  in  past  years  each  applicant  was  personally  visited  by  your  doctor  and  a full  investigaticn  "was 
carried  out  before  a reccranendaticn  was  made.  108  houses  were  included  in  the  five-year  slum 
clearance  programme  siihmitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  in  1955,  At  the  end  of 
1961  after  a six  year  period  86  of  these  had  been  dealt  with,  still  22  short  of  the  target.  I wish  I 
could  report  that  all  the  occupants  of  these  had  been  re-housed  but  mfortunately  this  is  not  so,  even 
thoiigh  in  six  instances  this  was  at  their  own  request. 

Acting  on  information  in  their  possession  the  Council  declared  a Clearance  Area  in  West  Street 
to  include  Nos.  55,  55,  57  and  59. 

During  •fclie  year  action  under  Section  I6  of  the  Housing  Act  was  taken  on  13  indi'vidual  ■unfit 
properties. 

Luckily  caravans  are  not  a fea'ture  of  the  Boxorne  scene  and  there  is  but  one  licensed  caravan 
site  ■where  there  are  two  caravans  both  in  the  ownership  and  occupation  of  one  family. 

The  Co\ancil  conpleted  "two  bungalows  at  Dyke  during  the  year  a modest  score  after  the  24  of  the 
previous  year  but  at  the  end  of  the  period  a further  12  houses  were  in  the  course  of  ccnstruction. 

These  facts  however  must  be  considered  against  ■the  financial  background  of  very  dear  money.  Private 
enterprise  however  produced  a further  46  homes  in  the  year.  The  Council  again  gave  generous  encourage- 
ment to  the  owners  of  properties  which  Tvere  capable  of  being  modernised  and  given  a new  lease  of  life, 
by  awarding  nineteen  improvement  grants  during  the  year, 

ihe  number  of  applicants  on  the  waiting  list  for  Council  houses  rose  during  the  period  from  IO8 
to  166  and  of  these  28  are  for  elderly  persons  dwellings  or  17$^.  So  ■the  demand  for  this  type  of 
accommodation  remains  as  insistent  as  ever, 

A concrete  answer  to  this  problem  will  be  -the  fulfillment  of  the  schemes  vhich  have  been  formulated 
by  the  County  Council  to  bvjild  a residential  welfare  hostel  at  Cuckoo  Bush  for  45  persons  and  by  this 
Council  in  co-operation  ■vd.th  the  County  to  build  a grouped  elderly  persons  dwelling  scheme  for  20 
indi^viduals  ■with  a Wardens  hoiise  to  pro'vide  ■the  necessary  supervision  and  help  vhich  such  an  xmdertaking 
envisages.  Even  at  this  early  stage  it  is  not  inappropriate  to  stress  the  paramount  importance  of  the 
appoin'tament  of  the  Warden,  as  the  calibre  of  this  person  will  condition  largely  ■the  success  of  the  ifAiole 
venture,  Mi^t  not  the  Consultant  Geriatrician  be  consulted  viien  the  final  furnishings  are  being  con- 
sidered as  it  is  difficvilt  for  the  fit  and  able  and  for  ■those  uniosed  to  working  with  the  elderly  to 
anticipate  all  the  little  features  Thich  will  mean  so  much  to  them  ■with  their  gradually  failing 
physical  resoijrces  and  blunted  special  senses. 
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Ihe  six  Council  houses  mentioned  in  last  year*s  report  as  "being  "without  either  hot  water 
systems  or  baths  have  now  been  canpletely  modernised,  A further  53  houses,  2U  in  Woodview  and 
9 in  Recreation  Road  have  had  hot  water  systems  installed  dxiring  the  year  - a very  laxxdable  start. 
There  still  remain  166  houses  without  hot  water  systems  as  follows 


Recreation  Road 

31 

Harrington  Street 

51 

Spalding  Road 

4 

Alexandra  Terrace 

24 

lyke 

8 

Burghley  Street 

10 

George  Street 

38 

The  work  of  modernisation  will  proceed  as  exp)editiously  as  possible, 

INSPECTION  AND  SCJIERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Ihe  Council*  s slaughterhoxise  against  a background  of  doxiht  as  to  its  future  continued  to  give 
a satisfactory  service  to  the  town  and  also  catered  for  a considerable  number  outside  as  well. 

Both  here  and  at  the  two  privately-owned  slaughterhouses  100  per  cent  meat  inspection  was 
maintained  throu^out  the  year  with  the  assistance  of  the  Raiding  U,D,  Health  Inspectors  when 
Mr,  Brown  was  away. 

Apart  fran  the  routine  supervisory  work  on  the  cleanliness  of  foodstuffs  a close  watch  was 
maintained  on  the  condition  under  ^\hich  watercress  was  grown,  harvested  and  di^atched  within  the 
District,  Ti^ith  two  out  of  three  growers  using  a chlorination  techniquie  for  the  cress  in  its 
final  rinse  "before  despatch  a high  bacteriological  standard  is  achieved  vAien.  it  leaves  the  growers, 
Vfliat  subsequently  happens  en  route  and  in  the  hands  of  the  retailers  is  beyond  our  control  but 
reports  received  from  time  to  time  from  Birmingham  are  not  laudatory. 

Market  stalls  in  the  middle  of  the  twentieth  century  are  something  of  an  anachronism  as 
sites  for  food  buisiness  particularly  T;diere  unwrapped  items  of  ready-to— eat  food  are  concerned. 

How  can  they  be  kept  free  from  the  risk  of  contamination? 
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During  the  year  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Weights  ajnd  Measures  of  the  County  Council  took  30 
samples  mder  the  provisions  of  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  which  were  as  follows:- 


Alraonds,  ground  - 1 
Apricots,  dried  - 1 
Butter  - 3 
Condensed  Tnilk  - 1 
Cream  - 2 
Margarine  - 1 
Milk  - 8 


Speaking  of  his  work  Mr,  Havdey  ccranents  that: 


Potted  meat  paste  - 1 
Preserves  - 2f 
Soft  drinks  - 3 
Soup  (cream)  - 1 
Stewed  steak  - 1 
Tcmato  ketchup  - 1 
Vinegar  (malt)  - 2 


"I  need  hardly  say  that  sampling  under  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act  is  merely  one  of  the  many  ways 
in  which  the  interests  of  the  consmer  are  safeguarded.  Many  other  officials  are  equally 
concerned  to  ensxire  the  public  a good  food,  in  wholescme  and  hygienic  condition  and  whenever  it 
is  possible  to  collaborate  in  these  matters  I tiy  to  establish  effective  liaison  with  others 
doing  similar  work.  There  is  an  extremely  harmonious  relationship  between  my  Department  and  the 
Public  Health  Department  of  the  Urban  District  and  this  certainly  helps  to  improve  the 
qxianlity  of  the  work  dene  by  the  County  as  Pood  and  Drugs  Authority”, 

Almonds,  ground. 

This  sample  was  genuine  and  free  from  the  admixture  of  peach  or  apricot  kernel. 


Apricots,  dried. 

Under  the  Preservatives  etc.,  in  Pood  Regulations,  1925,  certain  dried  fruits  (apricots, 
peaches  etc.)  are  permitted  to  contain  not  more  than  2, OCX)  parts  per  million  of  sulphur 
dioxide  as  a preservative.  This  sample  contained  svilphur  dioxide  but  within  the  permitted 
limit. 


Butter, 

By  definition  (Butter  and  Margarine  Regulations,  1955)  butter  mvist  be  made  exclvisively  froa 
milk,  vd-th  or  without  salt  and  with  or  without  certain  permitted  coloxaring  matters.  It 
m^ast  not  contain  preservatives  (other  than  salt)  and  not  more  than  l6^  of  water.  The  three 
samples  obtained  v/ere  all  genuine,  ffee  frem  chemical  preservatives  and  containing  an 
average  of  15»Vf^  of  v/ater  (ranging  from  14.7^  to  l6^  exactly  - a tribute  to  the  skill 
of  modem  butter  blenders) , 


Condensed  milk. 


By  the  Condensed  Milk  Regulations,  1959  (and  for  many  years  imder  earlier  Regulations) 
condensed  mi  TV  haus  had  to  be  clearly  labelled  to  indicate  vshether  it  is  full— cmam  and  fit  for  babies 
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or  skimmed  and  therefore  imfit  for  hahies.  This  was  a sample  of  fiill-cream  milk  containing 
not  less  than  3%  milk-fat  and  31^  total  solids,  as  required  by  the  Regulations. 

Cream. 

The  two  samples  were  wha.t  is  known  as  '’Double"  or  thick  cream  for  •which  the  Pood  Standards 
(Cream)  Order  stipulates  a minimum  of  48^  butter  fat.  The  butter  fat  content  of  the  -two 
ranged  from  48,6^  to  52^  and  averaged  50.2^* 

Margarine . 

The  Pood  Standards  (Margarine)  Order,  1954,  and  the  Butter  and  Margarine  Regulations,  1955 
govern  the  ccmposition  of  margarine  and  give  it  a food  value  not  much  inferior  to  bu'tter, 
namely  a vitamin  content  vjhich  approximates  to  'that  of  real  butter  and  a maxirntm  water 
content  of  However,  ■whereas  real  butter  mxast  be  made  exclusively  frcrn  milk,  margarine 

must  not  contain  more  than  10^  fat  derived  frcrn  milk.  This  sample  contained  15*6^  of  water, 
plus  all  the  permitted  -vitamins. 

Milk. 

All  eight  samples  -were  satisfactory. 

Preserves. 

The  Pood  Standards  (Preserves)  Order,  1953  fixes  standards  for  all  jams,  naaimalades , fruit 
curd  and  mincemeat.  As  a matter  of  interest,  the  minimum  fcuit  content  of  jams  ranges  frcm 
25^  (blackcurrant)  to  38^  (strawberry)  and  4^^o  (rhubarb  and  ginger);  •while  all  corrmercial 
marmalades  must  have  a fruit  content  of  not  less  than  20}c  citrus  fruit.  All  the  samples 
taken  satisfied  the  conditions  applicable. 

Soft  drinks. 

Soft  drinks,  like  preserves,  are  strictly  regulated  as  to  composition.  The  minimum  quantity 
of  fruit  juice  and  the  sugar  and  the  maxim-um  quantity  of  saccharine  are  all  carefully  listed 
in  the  Pood  Standards  (Soft  Ihinks)  Order,  •while  -the  Preservatives  Regulations  permit  the 
addition  of  very  small  quantities  of  either  sulph-ur  dioxide  or  benzoic  acid.  The  -three 
samples  sa-fcisfied  all  these  requirements. 

Stewed  steak. 

The  -very  great  increase  in  the  number  of  women  at  work  has  led  -to  an  enormous  increase  in  the 
nximber  of  foodstuffs  -which  are  packed  read3’-  for  almost  instant  use.  Of  'these,  meats  are  al-ways 
popular,  becaiose  -they  form  the  basis  of  a nutritious  meal.  Tinned  stewed  steak  lends  itself 
admirably  to  speedy  preparation  and  -when,  as  at  one  time  was  common,  -there  is  vq)wards  of  95^ 
of  meat  in  the  tin,  it  suffers  little  in  comparison  -with  butchers*  meat.  In  recent  years,  howirever 
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there  has  been  a tendency  for  sane  overseas  packers  to  reduce  the  meat  content  at  the 
expense  of  vhat  are  knoTOi  as  cereal  fillers,  in  other  woi'ds  to  replace  meat  TO.'tii  a thickened 
gravy . Although  this  tendency  has  been  widely  deprecated  many  packers  now  aHd  the  words 
"with  gravy"  or  describe  the  mixture  as  "Casserole  Steak"  and  are  thus  able  to  avoid  a 
head-on  collision  with  the  Law.  In  arecnt  case  it  was  held  that  a "Casserole  Steak"  -sdiich 
contained  10%  of  meat  was  not  improperly  described.  A crmple  of  this  cammodity  purchased  in. 
Bourne  in  was  packed  in  Dar-es-Salaam,  Tanganyika  and  contained  80^1  meat, 

Tcmato  ketchup. 

Under  the  Food  Standards  (Tanato  Ketchup)  Order,  1949,  tomato  ketchup  shall  contain  not 
less  than  6^  of  tanato  solids  "derived  fron  clear  and  vholesane  tanatoes  — strained  to 
exclude  seeds  - and  not  more  than  20  parts  per  million  of  copper". 

Vinegar,  Malt. 

Although  vinegar  is  less  generally  used  today  than  formerly  it  still  takes  an  important 
place  among  the  nations  dietary  needs.  The  genuine  liquor  is  a product  of  fermentation  •v^ich 
confers  on  the  brewed  product  a smoothness,  bouquet  and  arona  \^ich  are  entirely  lacking  in 
the  non-brewed  product,  "Diis  is  merely  a dilute  solution  of  acetic  acid  coloxjred  with 
caramel  which,  by  a recent  Hi^  Court  decision,  mxist  be  described  as  a "condiment"  and  not 
as  VU'IEGAR.  There  is  good  reatson  for  this,  because  a genuine  malt  vinegar  contains 
esters,  mineral  salts  (especially  phosphates)  and  vitamins  (ribo  flavin,  nicotinic  acid 
and  B1)  vdiich  are  all  ^sent  fron  the  synthetic  product.  The  two  samples  were  genuine 
malt  vinegar  coloured  with  caramel. 

I wo\ald  like  to  thank  Mr,  Hawley  for  the  help  wliich  I have  received  from  him  throu^out 
the  year, 

Hie  multiplicity  of  pesticides  and  sprays  used  by  the  farming  and  horticultural  industries 
on  the  one  hand  and  the  bewildering  array  of  additives  and  soj^stications  used  in  the  food  pro- 
cessing industries  on  the  other,  throw  an  immense  responsibility  on  the  shoulders  of  these  vho 
guard  the  piiblic*s  food  supply.  Sane  chemicals  used  in  food  have  a very  small  safety  margin 
and  yet  there  is  no  obligation  under  our  laws,  so  far  as  I know,  for  the  manufacturers  to 
disclose  their  use. 

The  very  extensive  work  done  in  association  with  our  South  Kesteven  neighbours  and  the 
County  Health  Inspector  in  eradicating  brucella  infection  fron  Tuberculin  Tested  but  non- 
pasteurised  mi  Ik  retailed  in  Bourne  was  fully  justified  by  results.  No  sample  of  brucella  infected 
milk  was  foxmd  in  the  District, 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT. 

Action  had  to  be  taken  under  Section  47  of  the  Act  to  secure  the  removal  to  ho^ital  of 
an  octogenarian  wonan  from  the  West  Road  Almshouses  to  St,  George's  Hospital,  She  was  on  the 
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register  of  the  ‘blind  persons,  in  chronic  ill  health  and  qtilte  incapable  of  leading  an 
independant  existence  in  safety.  In  spite  of  these  disabilities  she  adamantly  refused 
to  enter  ho^ital  or  vrelfare  acconmodation  lA^ere  she  could  be  looked  after  properly. 

In  the  face  of  her  falls  and  deteriorating  physical  condition  application  was  made  for 
a Magistrates  Court  Order  and  she  was  taken  back  to  hospital  in  Stamford,  #iere  I am 
glad  to  say  her  health  improved  and  it  was  hoped  she  woxild  be  content  to  settle  down. 

Any  action  under  this  Section  must  always  be  viewed  with  the  greatest  repugnance 
as  must  any  action  which  deprives  a person  of  the  right  to  live  out  his  or  her  own  life 
as  seems  fit  to  that  individual  in  a free  society.  In  this  case  there  just  was  no  other 
solution,  though  every  possible  alternative  was  tried  to  the  fxall, 

HEALTH  EDUCATION 

The  Cornell  supports  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education  and  in  return  receives 
and  displays  their  usefiil  posters  and  other  propaganda  material.  Much  benefit  is  also 
derived  from  their  quarterly  reviews  and  magazines  which  reflect  much  of  the  current 
thought  in  the  Public  Health  world.  However  efficient  the  propaganda  machine  may  be  and 
inspite  of  all  the  newest  techniques  of  mass  indoctrination  it  is  in  my  view  the  personal 
approach  to  the  individual  lAhich  in  the  end  brings  the  optimum  resiilts.  It  is  in  this 
field  that  the  staffs  of  the  Health  Departments  of  the  County  and  this  Authority  carry  out 
such  important  work  during  their  routine  meetings  with  the  public  both  inside  and  out- 
side of  their  hemes. 

There  has  been  an  awakening  recently  as  to  the  needs,  both  physical  and  emotional, 
of  the  elderly  living  alone,  -sdio  so  often  are  under-nourished  as  the  effort  to  cook 
adequate  and  nutritious  meals  is  too  much  trouble.  They  are  often  lonely  as  a result 
of  diminishing  contact  with  the  outside  world  and  the  stimulation  which  this  would  bring. 
Following  on  the  appeal  in  last  years  Report  and  its  support  by  the  Council  the  Yf.'V.S, 
of  Bourne  have  given  their  full  and  generous  co-operation  in  the  laimching  of  a 
Meals-on-l'Zheels  schone  in  the  town.  Like  all,  new  projects  it  has  had  to  start  in  a 

modest  way  with  the  recipients  of  the  hot  mid-day  meal  limited  to  12  in  the  first 

instance.  I am  convinced  that  this  will  have  to  be  increased  in  time  to  meet  the 

demand  and  that  soon  it  vd-ll  be  wondered  how  seme  of  the  more  needy  existed  prior  to 

the  ccmmencCTient  of  this  great  social  service. 

■Volxontaiy  visiting  of  the  elderly  in  their  own  homes  is  another  way  in  ■vdoich 
their  lives  can  be  kept  as  full  and  meaningful  as  possible. 

I wish  to  thank  Mr,  J.C,  Farrar,  Manager  of  the  local  office  of  the  Ministry  of 
Pensions  and  National  Insurance  -vdio  has  generously  continued  to  co-operate  in  the 
distribution  of  infoimation  to  the  elderly.  This  he  does  by  including  a copy  of  the 
Coimcil's  synopsis  of  all  the  National  and  Local  Authority  and  "Voluntary  Services 
available  to  the  elderly  in  the  documents  sent  to  each  person  on  reaching  pensionable 
age. 
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During  the  year  a campaign  was  carried  out  to  warn  parents  and  children  of  the  inherent  dangers 
in  playing  with  thin  polythene  hags.  This  followed  reports  on  cases  of  suffocation  of  small 
children  in  seme  parts  of  the  Kingdom  throiagh  using  them  as  space  helnets  and  so  on. 

During  the  year  I continued  to  serve  on  the  Area  Maternity  Liaison  Committee  and  also  in  ilie 
Control  of  Infection  Committee  of  the  Peterhorougih  Hospital  CroT:^).  I was  re-elected  to  serve  on  the 
Disablement  Advisory  Committee  and  the  Medical  Panel  of  the  Ministry  of  Lahovir.  Taking  part  in  the 
work  of  other  Bodies  engaged  in  the  fields  of  health  and  social  welfare  is  more  than  justified  by  the 
benefits  which  it  brings  in  co-qperation  and  in  the  exchange  of  viewpoints  and  infonnation, 

I wish  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Cenanittee  in  I96I 
and  to  the  other  members  of  the  Coimcil  for  their  keen  interest  in  the  work  of  the  Health  Department, 

I wish  to  thank  Mr.  Brown  for  his  ever  ready  help  and  for  the  zestfull  enthusiasm  which  be  brings 
to  the  many  faceted  aspects  of  Public  Health  work.  I also  wi^  to  acknowledge  my  indebtedness 
to  Mr.  Reeson  and  my  other  colleagues  on  the  staff  for  their  co-operation  throu^out  the  year,  with 
a special  v/ord  for  Miss  Bvirchnell  for  the  cheerful  assistance  she  has  given  at  all  times  on  t^ 
clerical  side, 

Finally  I again  voice  my  thanks  to  Dr,  G-alletly  for  so  kindly  standing  by  for  me  #ien  I have  been 

away, 

I am,  Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yoirr  obedient  Servant, 

H.  ELLIS  SMITH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  fflE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1961. 

To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Urban  District  Council  of  Bourne, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Report  for  the  year  I96I . 


HOUSING. 


Action  in  respect  of  Trom-out  unfit  dwellings  showed  seme  small  progress  in  the  year.  One 
of  the  24  dwellings  remaining  outstanding  for  attention  in  the  Council*  s five-year  slum 
clearance  programme  became  the  subject  of  a Closing  Order,  ihe  condition  of  Nos,  53,  55,  57, 

59  and  61 , West  Street , Bourne , the  first  four  of  vdiich  are  on  the  five-year  schedxile , was 
considered  and  Nos,  53  to  59  inclusive  declared  a Clearance  Area,  Outside  the  scheduled 
programme  ishich  was  due  for  ccmpletion  on  31st  March,  I960,  the  following  other  unfit  houses 
came  to  li^t  and  were  dealt  with:- 


9,  11  and  13,  South  Pen  Road  (Tongue  End); 


76,  West  Street  (Suitor’s  Cottage): 
21  and  23,  Burghley  Street: 

2,  Eastgate; 

34,  Eastgate; 

59, and  6l , Dyke; 

9 and  11 , Dyke: 


Closing  Order  but  subject  to  reprieve  as  the 
owner  gave  an  mdertaking  to  renovate  and 
install  basic  modem  amenities.  Works  near 
ccmpletion. 

Closing  Order, 

Closing  Orders. 

Demolition  Order. 

Closing  Order, 

Closing  Orders  ajs  en^jly  dwellings  might  be 
improved. 

Closing  Orders  pending  proposed  grant-aided 
renovations. 


The  demolition  order  on  No.  5,  South  Pen  Road  (Black  House)  Mdiich  occupies  a useful 
position  as  an  isolated  farmyard  house  was  deferred  following  approval  to  grant-aided  improve- 
ment works  and  76,  Austerby  ifihich  became  the  subject  of  a Closing  Order  in  i960  was  receiving 
welcome  renovation  at  the  year’s  end  and  this  very  old  property  will  be  saved  from  further  decay. 
The  reputation  of  the  Red  Hall  continued  to  si:5)port  the  decaying  fabric  of  this  old  house  coily 
part  of  which  has  been  lived  in  for  some  years  but  an  unreliable  water  supply  attracted  a 
Closing  Order  to  the  whole  property  this  3rear,  The  house  and  shop  at  No,  7,  South  Street, 

Boxrme  was  the  subject  of  much  consideration  in  the  period.  The  premises  are  scheduled  as 
being  of  historic  and  architecttjral  interest  but  are  nevertheless  unfit  and  not  capable  of 
being  made  fit  at  reasonable  expense.  The  choice  as  to  building  preservation  order  or  Closing 
Order  had  yet  to  be  made  at  the  year’s  end.  No,  57,  Spalding  Road,  a tied  house  on  a local 
farm  became  re-occupied  in  defiance  of  the  Council’ s Demolition  Order  but  on  assurance  that 
the  occupants  will  be  re- accommodated  in  one  of  a pair  of  new  bungalows  in  course  of  erection 
on  this  farm  wes  accepted  by  the  Cjouncil. 
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The  fact  that  the  Council’ s sl'um  clearance  prograinne  is  so  behind  schedule  has  been  affected 
to  seme  considerable  degree  by  the  relatively  large  number  of  mfit  houses,  additional  to  those 
included  in  the  schedxale  dravsn  up  by  the  Council  in  1 954,  and  viiich  have  demanded  prior  attention. 

Hand-in-hand  with  the  renovation  or  disposal  of  unfit  dwellings  goes  the  reho\asing  of  their 
occupants  to  decent  living  accemmodation  or,  principally  in  respect  of  the  elderly  or  disabled, 
their  rehoiising  to  more  sviitable  accommodation  e.g,  ground  floor  bungalows.  In  this  connection, 
either  becaiise  of  their  own  or  their  dwellings’  shortcomings,  the  follov/ing  cases  were  re- accommodated 
by  "the  Council  in  the  year;-  > 


Moody,  76,  Austerby;  Brown, 

Hatts,  67,  North  Street;  Pollard, 
Moore,  37,  ^lloughby  Road;  Ambrose, 
Rhoades,  76,  North  Street;  Cunnington, 
Las  ton,  63,  fyke;  Webb, 

Hubbard,  50,  Meadewgate  Road;  Clark, 


40,  WiUou^by  Road; 
71 , I^ke; 

33,  G-ladstcne  Street; 
Briclcyard  Cottages; 

34,  North  Road; 

17,  Eyke; 


Garf oot , 
Bannister, 
Scramerf  ield , 
Ward , 

Williamson, 

Scott, 


68,  Austerby; 

14,  East  gate; 

23,  I^ke; 

53,  Spalding  Road;'^ 
77,  North  Road; 

75,  Eyke. 


Among  these,  6 occupied  unfit  dvrellings  subject  to  Orders  and  4 were  rehoused  on  health  grounds. 
Nine  families  were  also  rehoused  on  transfer;  three  tenancies  were  refused  (two  from  slum-clearance 
houses)  owing  to  the  cases  being  rehoused  privately. 

Stubbs  Close,  the  slowly  developing  estate  of  ten  one  and  two-bedrocmed  bungalows  at  Eyke 
caused  some  concern  when,  after  a survey  of  all  the  Village’s  occupants,  some  shortage  of  ready  tenants 
was  loiand.  However,  the  erection  of  the  new  dwellings  has  kept  pace  with  numbers  of  applicants 
throv.n  up  by  circumstance  and  by  the  year’ s end  it  became  clear  that  history  will  not  yet  be  made  in 
this  District  by  a Coxancil  dwelling  going  begging  for  a tenant.  Other  housing  development  in  the 
year  involved  the  erection  of  4 singe-bedroomed  bungalows  in  Alexandra  Terrace  -vAiich  were  well 
advanced  at  31st  December  and  the  acquisition  of  land  in  Eastgate/Willoughby  Road  with  a view  to 
the  development  of  an  elderly  persons  semi-ccmmunal  estate.  The  County  Council  too,  announced  plans 
for  the  provision  of  three  old  peoples’  hones  in  the  County  with  proposals  that  one  should  be  in 
this  Urban  District, 


The  all-important  house  improvement  continues  with  standard  and  discretionary  grants  being  made 
available  and  reducing  the  cost  to  hotiseholders  of  their  improvement  works  by  seme  50^«  A sub- 
ccramittee  of  the  Housing  Cemmittee  vshich  is  advised  on  these  matters  by  the  Council’s  Surveyor, 
recenmended  payment  of  £3,243  during  the  year.  Standard  grants  ^ich  provide  for  houses  being 
equipped  with  food  stores,  hot  water  systems,  washhandbasins , T/aterclosets  and  baths  were  paid  in 
reject  of;- 

22,  North  Street;  I5,  Eyke;  27,  Meadowgate;  17,  Axisterby;  52,  Eyke;  66,  Yfest  Street; 

13,  North  Ro^;  54,  Spalding  Road, 

£2,043  worth  of  improvement  work  attracted  £720  grant  aid. 

The  larger  discretionary  grants  provided  for  more  extensive  renovation  were  paid  in  respect  of:  — 

20,  Meadowgate  Road;  34,  Hereward  Street;  11,  South  Street;  6,  Victoria  Place;  i*0,  Eyke; 

36,  Nort^  Road;  15,  Spalding  Road;  52,  Meadowgate  Road;  22,  Woodview;  49,  Austerby; 

32,  Willou^by  Road. 


£5 >345  worth  of  improvement  works  ranked  for  £2,523  aid  with  755^  of  the  cost  of  the  Council*' s 
aid  being  borne  by  the  Government. 

So  far,  a total  of  45  dwellings  have  received  discretionary  grants  and  13  houses  have  had 
inprovements  installed  with  the  aid  of  standard  grants.  Of  the  43 > 11  have  been  in  respect  of 
tied  agricultural  dwellings,  24  for  owner-occupied  houses  and  8 for  free- tenanted  imits;  3 of 
the  standard  grants  applied  to  tied  houses,  4 to  free-tenanted  dwellings  and  6 to  owner-occrpied 
units. 

The  Association  of  Public  Health  Inspectors  at  its  1961  Conference  re-iterated  its  challenge 
for  ccmpiilsory  house  improvement  as  a national  measure  but  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  was  unable  to  agree  that  the  time  was  ripe  for  such  a revolutionary  scheme.  Existing 
resources  of  the  building  industry  and  their  deployment  together  with  the  obvious  opposition  of 
many  landlords  and  a fair  proportion  of  tenants  are  material  matters  -wirLch  miist  and  indeed,  no 
doubt,  have  been  taken  into  account  by  the  Minister.  There  are  however  a great  number  of  tenants 
vdio  are  most  anxious  to  have  their  dwellings  equipped  with  modern  amenities  but  if  the  low 
proportion  of  rented  accommodation  feat  ured  in  the  list  of  grant-aid  is  maintained  as  hitherto, 
these  people  have  scant  chance  of  achieving  a reasonable  minimum  standard  of  living  accanmodation 
without  the  introduction  of  some  form  of  compulsion. 

General  private  housing  development  continues  to  be  relatively  vigorous  and  the  sites  on  the 
Gladstone  Street  and  Kingsway  extensions  were  almost  fully  occupied.  The  new  Drummond  Road 
development  commenced  and  is  destined  to  give  rise  to  seme  troubles  oY/ing  to  its  proximity  to  a 
large  piggery. 

No  applications  for  certificates  of  disrepair  under  the  Rent  Act,  1957  were  received  and 
tenants  and  landlords  in  the  main  continue  the  delicate  game  of  comprcxnise  without  resort  to  this 
complex  statute, 

23  complaints  of  repairable  housing  defects  were  received  and  dealt  with  and  only  five 
required  a follow-through  with  the  issue  of  statutory  notices  under  the  Ho\asing  Act,  1957  or  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Statutory  overcrowding  based  on  the  standard  laid  down  in  the  Hovising  Act,  1957  was  nil. 
However  the  larger  a family  becomes,  the  less  realistic  become  the  statutory  standards  and 
some  local  families  find  living  conditions  some-nhat  cramped. 

On  the  matter  of  temporary  accommodation,  there  is  only  one  site  licensed  for  the  use  of  two 
caravans  by  the  Poster  family  in  Bedehouse  Bank,  The  annexe  caravan  at  3>  Wilson’s  Drove  is  no 
longer  in  use  and  an  exempted  caravan  used  as  a bedroom  annexe  at  33  > East  gate  gives  no  cause  for 
concern  on  sanitary  grounds.  The  site  at  the  rear  of  the  Tudor  Cinema  became  temporarily  re- 
occupied but  environment  conditions  fell  short  of  the  minimim.  standard  applied  by  the  Cotmcil  and 
the  unit  was  removed,  the  occupants  retiring  frem  the  District.  The  standard  conditions  attached 
to  licences  for  sites  \jnder  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  I960  was  an 
ambitious  one  Yhen  introduced  but  being  realistic  works  very  well  and  gains  strength  frem  the  fact 
that  comparable  standards  are  applied  throu^out  the  County  of  Kesteven,  The  only  cause  for 
concern  as  regards  caravans  in  this  District  arises  frem  the  few  dideccys  who  encamp  on  roadside 
verges  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town  from  time  to  time.  They  invariably  have  a code  of  practice 
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that  "WDuld  disgrace  a piggeiy , spend  most  of  their  short  stays  undertaking  voiseemly  "behaviour 
and  leave — xisually  without  their  most  putrescible  possessions — only  after  persistent 
representations.  Their  only  enchanting  featiore  is  that  they  do  not  stay  long  enough  for 
the  Authorities  to  prosecute  them  f-^r  their  errors!  T/l/hilst  other  occasional  ovemi^t- 
stoppers  cause  no  ccrcem,  one  group  of  four  caravans  overstayed  their  welccme  on  Wheatley*  s 
field,  North  Road  but,  after  seme  7 weeks,  they  hurriedly  left  this  \anlicensed  site  viien 
it  was  fovmd  that  their  "Shopman’s  G-\iild”  monbership  was  non~existent ! In  fadirness,  they 
left  the  site  in  impeccable  condition. 

A ’paddy-house’  (used  by  seasonal  farm  labour,  usually  Irish)  which  gave  rise  to 
ciiLticism  on  the  grounds  of  disrepair  and  complete  lack  of  any  sanitary  amenity  in  I96O  was 
replaced  by  a modem  brick  structure  by  the  farmer  concerned  in  and  his  casual 

labourers  enjoy  a standard  now  perh^s  lacking  in  their  own  homes.  It  is  pleasing  to  record 
this  after  seeing  some  of  these  labourers  grovelling  in  sometimes  appalling  conditions  on 
some  farms  in  this  area. 

POOD. 

The  principal  legislative  change  affecting  food  premises  arose  out  of  the  new  Public 
Health  Act,  TAfcich  applies  the  provisions  of  Section  89  of  the  1936  Act  for  the  provision 

of  sanitary  conveniences  for  errstemers  in  restaurants  and  cafes,.  A glaring  omission  in  this 
amendment  was  the  absence  of  any  reference  to  the  provision  of  personal  washing  facilities 
in  conjunction  with  this  sanitary  accommodation,  "We  have  a long  way  to  go  in  the  matter  of 
environmental  hygiene  law,  let  alone  practice. 

Individual  reports  on  the  public  hovises  in  the  town  were  considered  by  the  local 
Licensing  Justices  at  the  February  Sessions.  Principal  criticism  concerned  defective 
sanitary  accoTimodation  most  of  i/shich  involved  only  minor  repair  work  and  no  licences  were 
refused.  This  does  not  indicate  however  that  the  local  public  hoiises  sanitaiy  accommodation 
in  many  instances  cannot  stand  some  improvement  as  opposed  to  maintenance.  The  \aneconamic 
"Greyhovind  Inn” , Spalding  Road  which  had  of  late  averaged  a sale  of  sane  half-dozen  pints 
of  beer  a week  was  vacated,  demolished  and  the  site  re-occupied  by  a new  private  dwelling. 
There  are  now  16  public  houses  left  in  the  District.  Drip  trays  continue  to  be  lased  by 
most  publicans.  The  ridiculous  practice  adhered  to  in  ihis  Com  try  of  providing  a beer 
glass  only  just  large  enoiagh  to  hold  its  legal  measure  is  worthy  of  alteration.  Oversize 
glasses  with  a ’plimsoll  line'  are  an  obviom  answer  and  would  reduce  the  custonaiy  wet 
bar  tops,  the  inconvenience  to  customers  and  preclude  an  unhygienic  temption  to  licencees. 

The  continuing  sub-standard  conduct  of  a catering  business  finally  jiastified  prosecution 
but  the  Council’ s legal  advisers  fomd  the  loop-holes  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (General) 
Regulations,  I96O  too  much  to  cope  with  and  advised  against  formal  proceedings. 

Four  watercress  nurseii.es  continue  in  operation.  Two  are  those  of  Messrs,  Moody's 
"Watercress  Co,  Ltd,,  at  Harrington  Street  and  Exeter  Street,  one  is  operated  in  the  Well- 
head Field  by  the  Spalding  Urban  District  Comcil  and  that  in  South  Road  by  the  Hereward 
Watercress  Co,  Ltd,  Private  artesian  bores  supply  excellent  quality  water  to  the  beds  and 
there  is  no  infiltration  of  river  or  dyke  water.  Since  routine  surveys  have  shown  the 


presence  of  contamination  on  the  packed  watercress  the  use  of  a final  h3rpochlorination  soak  is 
recanmended  and  two  nurseides  adopted  this.  Without  a national  survey  into  bacterial  conditions 
of  salad  produce  and  the  introduction  of  a standard  on  which  to  base  any  enforcement  of 
sterilising  routines,  the  matter  has  not  yet  been  pressed  further  locally. 

Pood  businesses  operating  in  the  Distiuct  were  as  foUows:- 


Butchers 

8 

SI aughterhouse  s 

3 

General  provisions 

22 

School  canteens  etc. 

7 

Wet  fish 

1 

Market  stalls 

8 

Fried  fish 

3 

Public  houses 

16 

Cake  confectionery 

2 

Bakehouses 

4 

Sweet  confectionery 

8 

Restaurants,  cafes 

6 

Fruit  and  vegetable 

4 

lyiiscellaneous 

14 

83  routine  infections  were  made  and  in  three  instances  it  was  necessary  to  use  the  law  to 
secure  the  abatement  of  conditions  prejudicial  to  the  health  of  the  ccnsmer  public.  Conditions 
in  the  food  premises  in  the  District  are  average,  28  premises  are  registered  in  accordance 
vdth  Section  I6  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream  or  the  manxifactiire 
of  potted,  pickled,  pressed  or  preserved  foods  etc. 

Ice-cream . 

Expansion  by  the  Big  Four  in  retail  outlets  continues  and  four  more  retailers  applied  for 
registration  in  accordance  with  Section  I6  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  bringing  the  total  of 
registered  purveyors  to  twenty-one.  In  addition,  non-registrable  restaurants  and  the  local 
cinema  also  deal  in  this  ccanmodity.  Local  retailers  are  supplied  by  Messrs,  Eldorado,  lyons  Maid, 
Midland  Coxjnties  and  Walls  but  the  requirements  of  the  population  are  supplemented  by  mobile 
vehicles  operated  by  Messrs,  Walls,  Peterborough  and  Costa  Bros, , Billingborough*  There  are  no 
ice-cream  manufacturers  in  the  Urban  District, 

The  most  unlikely  traders  are  now  commonplace  among  ice-cream  retailers.  In  the  face  of 
general  shops  selling  anything  frcm  potatoes  to  paraffin,  and  greengrocers  and  garagemen  being 
generally  accepted  as  ice-cream  purveyors  up  and  down  the  Country,  the  hairdresser  iriio  applied 
for  registration  coxold  hardly  be  refused,  albeit  reluctantly,  but  the  Coimcil  has  made  it  clear 
that  the  handling  of  llie  ccmmodity  by  the  salon’ s staff  will  not  be  tolerated. 

Routine  samples  frcm  the  District’s  supplies  have  proved  consistently  satisfactoiy,  conforming 
to  the  provisional  methylene  blue  test  which  coiild  surely,  after  so  many  year’s  use,  be  made 
a statutory  one.  Of  the  30  routine  samples  submitted  for  examination  at  the  Laboratory,  25  were 
classified  as  Grade  1 , 3 as  Grade  II  and  2 as  Grade  III  and  provide  a clear  indication  of  the  close 
control  exercised  by  the  manufacturers  over  their  products. 

One  hopes  that  the  broadening  miscellany  of  retail  outlets  mil  not  defeat  the  efforfs  made  at  the 
point  of  manufactxjre. 

Meat. 

The  three  slaughterhoxises  occupied  by  Messrs.  W,H.  Ewles  and  Sons  at  13,  North  Street,  Messrs. 


T.W.  Mays  and  Sons  Ltd,,  at  KLondyke,  West  Eoad  and  the  Council’s  at  3'1 , Eastgate  continued 
in  operation.  That  of  Messrs.  Ewies  is  confined  to  the  needs  of  its  oawi  private  family 
retail  "butchery  and  that  of  Messrs,  Mays  continues  to  serve  as  a casualty  animal  and  horse 
slau^terhouse . The  premises  occupied  by  the  Council  are  operated  "by  contractors,  Messrs, 

A.R.  Johnson  & Sons  (Stamford)  Ltd,,  and  serve  the  requirements  of  local  butchers  and  the 
Tjholesale  and  retail  needs  of  the  contractor, 

[Ihe  "appointed  day"  for  the  District  from  viien  all  slaughterhoxise  pranises  must  comply 
fully  with  the  standards  of  construction,  equijxnent  and  conduct  provided  in  the  Hygiene  and 
Prevention  of  Cimeity  Regulations,  was  deferred  from  the  1st  April  to  1st  January,  1962  in 
vieviT  of  the  general  lack  of  progress  in  modernisation  stanming  principally  from  indecision 
over  the  future  of  the  public  slaughterhouse. 

The  Council  has  been  faced  with  no  small  difficulty  in  the  operation  of  the  public 
slaughterhouse  since  de-control  for  the  demands  for  sla^ughtering  facilities  in  the  area  are 
met  by  so  very  many  separate  private  and  public  slaughterhouses.  Shortly  after  taking  over 
the  slaughterhouse  in  195^  and  investing  a fair  amount  of  capital  in  extensions  and  improve- 
ments the  Council  lost  its  principal  soixrce  of  revenue  on  the  bankruptcy  of  a local  viiole- 
saler  supplying  London  markets.  Since  then,  that  portion  of  the  area  demand  which  is  attracted 
to  the  Bourne  slaughterhouse  has  been  such  as  to  require  more  than  minimal  facilities  but  not 
sufficient  to  balance  expenditure.  The  Government’s  abandonment  of  the  original  proposals  for 
moderate  concentration  of  all  slaughtering  facilities  has  exaggerated  the  problem  too, 

Duriig  the  year  the  administration  of  the  Council’s  establishment,  wbich  had  been  in  the  hands 
of  the  Finance  Ccmmittee’s  Slaughterhouse  Sub-Canmittee  since  de-control  in  1954,  was  taken  over 
by  the  newly-formed  Estates  Committee  and  after  consideration  of  the  financial  position  it 
V7as  decided  that  the  project  could  not  v/arrant  further  investmait  by  the  rate-payers  such 
as  would  be  required  by  the  necessary  modernisaticxi  works  amounting  to  some  £2,000,  On  the 
assurance  that  Messrs.  Mays  could  afford  local  butchers  slau^tering  facilities  at  the 
KLondyke  premises  after  adaptation,  the  decision  was  taken  to  close  the  public  slaughterhouse. 

On  the  grounds  of  health  and  hygiene  this  was  to  be  deplored  but  the  financial  considerations 
could  not  be  ignored  and  had  of  necessity  to  take  precedence.  Following  a certain  amo\mt  of 
opposition  arising  out  of  the  proposals  to  have  the  local  meat  supplies  dealt  with  along  with 
casualty  animal  material  premises  only  a short  distance  f ran  the  town’ s refuse  tip  and 
adjoining  large  piggeries,  negotiations  were  under  way  at  the  end  of  the  year  for  Messrs,  Mays 
to  either  take-over  the  Council’ s public  slaughterhouse  k ase  or  to  buy  the  premises  and  operate 
them  as  hitherto.  In  the  meantime  modernisation  proposals  were  in  abeyance  pending  completion 
of  these  negotiations. 

The  pattern  of  slaughtering  remained  much  the  same  but  the  standard  of  health  of  the  animals 
continues  to  improve  and,  excluding  the  casualty  stock,  the  major  proportion  of  the  offal  found 
to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  arose  fron  parasitic  infestation,  Tuberciilosis  was  conspicuous 
by  its  virtual  absence.  Slaughtering  continues  to  extend  late  into  the  evening  at  the  Council’s 
slaughterhouse  on  Mondays  and  at  a private  slavi^tcrhouse  on  four  evenings  a week  but  full 
coverage  of  meat  supplies  by  post-mortem  examination  continues  to  be  maintained,  I am  most 
grateful  for  the  relief  service  afforded  by  two  qualified  public  health  inspectors,  Mr, 
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Grainger  and  Mr.  Jackson  with  a nearby  Authority,  "vriio  give  up  their  evenings  fcr  this  purpose 
during  my  absence  on  leave, 

For  the  twelve  months  ended  31st  March,  I96I  the  Council  received  an  exchequer  grant 
of  £97  being  50^  of  the  assessed  ’’export  meat"  inspection  costs  since  a good  deal  of  the  meat 
produced  in  the  Urban  District  is  destined  for  the  communities  outside  its  boundaries. 

The  standard  of  hygiene  and  conduct  generally  in  slaughterhouses  and  no  less  so  in  the  public 
slaughterhouse  leaves  a great  deal  to  be  desired  by  way  of  improvement  but  little  will  be  seen 
until  after  the  appointed  day  •when  premises  and  equipment  should  pro'vide  staff  "with  the 
environment,  facility  and  incentive  for  a better  standard  and  the  Council  with  the  justification 
for  applying  the  law  properly.  Hence  the  need  to  resolve  the  local  situation  -with  as  little 
delay  as  possible  and  proceed  with  the  job  of  modernisation. 

On  the  matter  of  meat  hygiene  there  continues  to  be  need  for  improvement  in  the  delivery 
of  meat  supplies  particularly  by  -wholesalers  and  in  this  connection  there  is  painfully  ob-vious 
a need  for  more  imagination  and  ingenuity  on  -the  part  of  delivery  vehicle  and  equipment  designers. 
The  Council*  s slau^terhouse  contractor  is  to  be  commended  for  his  example  in  this  respect  for 
the  meat  -transport  vehicle  in  use  by  him  for  wholesale  deliveries  is  among  the  best  yet  seen 
and  facilitates  the  loading,  imloading  and  transport  of  both  meat  and  offal  in  an  hygienic 
manner. 

In  addition  to  routine  examination  of  animals  in  the  slaughterhouse,  some  23  samples  of 
pig  diaphragm  -were  submitted  to  the  Laboratory  for  examination  for  trichinosis  vhich  may  only 
be  detected  by  microscopic  means;  all  specimens  proved  negative.  Post-mortem  and  "where  possible 
and  necessary,  ante-mortem  examination  of  7,790  animals  was  carried  out  at  the  three  slaughter- 
houses during  I96I:- 

Bulls  Steers  Heifers  Cows  Calves  Sheep 

1 1,238  140  131  14  4,441 


Figs 

1 ,686 


Sows  and  Boars 
28 


Horses 

111 
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organ  was  condemned 


Reasons  for  unfitness  for  human  consumption. 

(a)  Complete  Animals:  (h)  Organs,  parts  of  organs  or  parts  of  carcases: 


Acute  septic  mastitis 

2 

Lungs: 

Pnexmonia 

45 

Acute  septic  peritonitis 

6 

Pleurisy 

67 

Acute  septic  pneumonia 

6 

Parasitic 

30 

Acute  septic  pericarditis 

5 

Congestion 

8 

Acute  septic  gastro  enteritis 

2 

Actincmycosis 

2 

Acute  septic  meningitis 

1 

Tuberculosis 

2 

Acute  septic  metritis 

4 

Heart; 

Endocarditis 

5 

Miscellaneous  septicaemic  conditions 

5 

Pericarditis 

21 

lyaemia 

7 

Myocarditis 

2 

General  fever  (unspecified) 

10 

Liver: 

^cesses 

51 

Malignant  neoplasms 

2 

Telangrectosis 

10 

Pseudo-leukaemia 

1 

Congestion 

4 

Generally  oedematous 

9 

Parasitic 

322 

Extensive  mechanical  damage 

4 

Necrosi^ Cirrhosis 

54 

Cysticercus  bovis 

1 

Tuberculosis 

1 

Moribund  (not  further  examined) 

6 

Abdcmen  and 

Tetanus 

1 

organs: 

Peritonitis 

16 

Malodorous 

2 

Tuberculosis 

4 

Advanced  emaciation 

17 

Kidneys: 

Nephritis 

18 

Tuberculosis 

1 

Head  & Tongue 

Actincmycosis 

20 

Filthy  condition 

1 

Ulceration 

5 

Tubercxolosis  (pigs) 

11 

Cysticercus  bovis 

1 

Body; 

Arthritic  limbs 

13 

Ulceration,  abcesses 

8 

In  jurie  ^bruising 

29 

The  total  wei^t  of  meat  and  offal  found,  on  examination,  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption 
YTas  as  follows 

Meat  Offal 

12-tons  8-cTrfcs.  4- lbs.  3-tons  13-cwts.  55-lbs, 
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Messrs.  T.W.  Mays  and  Sons  Ltd. , effect  an  adequate  collection  and  disposal  service  to 
all  the  slaughterhouses  in  the  area,  including  those  in  the  Urban  District  and  utilise  their 
knackers  yard  and  animal  by-products  processing  factory  at  The  Slipe  for  the  puipjose  of 
dealing  with  material  other  than  hides  and  skins.  Suitable  meat  is  redirected  to  an-imal  food 
canners  outside  the  District. 

Nine  slaughtermen  are  licensed  by  the  Council  for  operation  in  the  licensed  premises  and 
four  of  these  licences  authorise  the  slaugjiter  of  horses.  Hie  present  licensing  system  is 
a nuisance  both  to  licencees  and  local  authorities  and  there  appears  no  reason  viiy  licensing 
cannot  be  amended  to  provide  for  a licence  being  issued  for  an  indefinite  period  subject  to 
periodic  examination  of  a man’ s capabilities  if  required  by  the  Local  Authority. 

General  foodstuffs  examined  and  found  to  be  unfit  during  the  year  consisted  of:- 

288  pkts,  potato  crisps  1 doz.  mince  pies 

8-lbs,  assorted  canned  meat  114.-lbs,  canned  corned  beef 

1 side  bacon  14-lbs.  canned  fruit 

8 ozs,  canned  salmon  11— lbs,  canned  vegetables 

19-lbs.  miscellaneous  foodstuffs. 

In  the  main  the  above  commodities  were  volunteered  for  examination  and  condonnation  - 
a tidy  method  of  disposal  and  credit  for  shopkeepers  but  one  involving  the  Local  Authorily 
in  unnecessary  expense  and  labour  in  many  instances  vAiere  qualified  opinion  was  not  necessary. 
Most  members  of  the  public  generally  continue  to  show  more  allegiance  to  their  vendors  than 
to  their  own  families  and  nei^boxirs  and  avoid  at  all  costs  reporting  defective  food  purchases 
to  the  Authority,  However,  tv7o  exceptions  occurred  in  the  year.  One  arose  out  of  the 
complaint  of  a local  housernfe  vih.o  had  found  butter  purchases  rancid;  xmfortunately  she  had 
returned  the  butter  to  the  shopkeeper  soms5  car  6 days  before  complaining  to  me  by  "sdiich  time 
investigation  was  fnjitless.  In  the  other  instance  a customer  complained  of  the  damp  and 
rancid  condition  of  a packet  of  potato  crisps  sold  to  her  by  a local  shop.  She  could  have 
been  foxfp^  for  throwing  away  a four-penny  packet  of  crisps  8ls  being  of  little  consequence  in 
this  prosperous  age  but  her  public-spirited  action  resulted  in  a stale  stock  of  some  288 
packets  in  similar  condition  being  discovered,  seized  and  destroyed.  Not  only  did  she  help 
preserve  the  good  name  of  the  manufacturer  t^o  was  not  at  fault  but  she  saved  a considerable 
nmber  of  customers  from  disappointment,  embasassment  or  nausea  and  most  of  those  customers 
woxxld  probably  have  been  children. 
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Milk 


The  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Pineries  and  and  the  County  Council  are  responsible  for 
the  registration  and  licensing  of  milk  production  and  distribution.  In  1961,  milk  was  siipplied 
in  the  Urban  District  by  the  following 


T.H.A,  Ciartis,  West  Road,  Bo\ime, 
M,  Bradshaw,  Abbey  Road,  Bourne, 


J,R,  Chapman,  Billingborough, 

Peterborou^  and  District 
Co-operative  Society  Ltd, 

Moisey  Bros,,  Meadowgate,  Bourne. 
J,R,S,  Curtis,  Austerby,  Bourne, 


Supplied  by  Pinchbeck  Dairies  Ltd, , Spalding. 

Ovm  herd’s  Tuberc\ilin  Tested  and  farm-bottled. 
Other  needs  met  by  supplies  from  Pinchbeck  Dairies 
Ltd. 

Own  herd*  s Tuberculin  Tested  and  farm-bottled. 
Other  needs  met  by  Pinchbeck  Dairies  Ltd. 

Supplies  from  own  creameries  at  Peterborou^, 
Rottin^ara  and  Spalding, 

Pasteurised  frcm  Curtis  ex.  Pinchbeck  Dairies  Ltd, 
Pasteurised  ftcm  Curtis  ex.  Pinchbeck  Dairies  Ltd, 


All  the  supplies  in  the  County  are  designated,  i.e,  "Pasteurised",  "Sterilised"  or  "Tuberculin 
Tested",  With  efficient  heat-treatment , the  former  two  designated  milks  are  free  from  infection 
and,  if  the  virt\ial  absence  of  tuberculous  infection  in  the  animals  arriving  at  the  slaughter- 
houses these  days  is  any  indication,  as  of  course  it  must  be,  the  raw  designated  milk  must  be  as 
free  frcm  the  risk  of  tuberculous  infection  now  as  it  is  ever  possible  to  ensture. 

This  Comcil  continues  to  keep  a routine  watch  on  the  milk  retailed  in  its  area  and 
samples  of  milk  and  cream  were  submitted  for  examination.  Examination  of  raw  milk  consists  of  a 
statutory  coloxar-reduction  test  to  determine  general  cleanliness  and  keeping  quality  and  a routine 
Ring  test  for  brucella  anti-bodies;  a proportion  of  these  samples  are  further  examined  by  animal 
inoculation  for  the  presence  of  tuberculosis  or  brucella  infection.  Unf ortianately , the  Ring 
test  is  not  necessarily  a reliable  one  for  brucella  infection  in  view  of  the  present  vaccination 
practises  on  farms  and  the  positive  biological  examination  takes  6 weeks.  In  the  circ\Jiistances 
the  proposed  calf- vaccination  scheme  involving  inoculation  with  Strain  19  between  the  5th  and  8th 
months  will  be  welccaned  for  it  is  understood  that  no  Ring  test  re-action  is  thus  produced  in  non- 
inf  ected  animals  and  spot-checking  of  milk  samples  to  guard  against  undulant  fever  in  the  cons\mier 
will  be  much  simplified  and  speeded. 

As  a result  of  routine  sanples  of  raw  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  retailed  in  the  District  found 
to  not  ccmply  with  the  Laboratoiy's  Methylene  Blue  test,  it  came  to  light  that  no  statutory  test 
exists  for  raw  milk  at  the  point  of  distribution  sold  by  a retailer  operating  under  a producer*  s 
licence.  In  these  circumstances  ihe  local  authority  may  only  refer  liie  matter  for  farm 
investigation  to  the  Milk  Advisory  Service,  This  state  of  affairs  was  referred  to  the  Minister 
of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Pood  and  the  Urban  District  Councils  Association  for  review. 

Of  all  the  samples  taken  in  the  year,  34  were  raw  and  8 heat-treated.  Five  of  the  Tuberculin 
Tested  milks  failed  the  Methylene  Blue  test  and  referred  to  the  Milk  Advisory  Service  for  farm 
investigation;  none  was  found  to  contain  harmfxil  tuberculosis  or  brucellosis  organisms.  All  the 
pasteurised  and  sterilised  milk  samples  ccmplied  with  the  statutory  test  for  efficiency  of  heat- 
treatment. 
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One  of  the  local  purveyors  re-introduced  milk  in  half-pint  "bottles,  Econanically,  halves 
and  thirds  are  a poor  investment  "but  this  retailer  will  find  a welcome  at  the  door  of  many 
single  pensioners  who  have  hitherto  found  pint  bottles  an  unnecessary  extravagance, 

WATER. 

Most  of  the  dwellings  in  the  District  enjoy  the  reliability  and  safety  of  a mains  water 
sx:qpply  and  the  few  isolated  premises  served  by  private  bores  have  the  benefit  of  consistently 
satisfactory  water  free  fhan  contamination  although  in  recent  years  the  artesian  properties 
of  seme  have  had  to  be  supplemented  by  pumping  for  some  part  of  the  year.  In  all  cases  where 
it  was  necessary  to  require  improvement  of  supply  as  regards  quality,  the  contamination  arose 
out  of  defective  equipment  delivering  water  to  premises.  The  two  Brickyard  Cottages  which  are 
dependent  upon  a supply  from  the  nearby  KLondyke  slaughterhouse  required  the  Coxmcil’ s 
attention  too;  disagreement  between  the  tenants  over  the  apportionment  of  the  electricity 
meter  costs  incorporating  the  water  pump  consmption  led  to  the  fuel  sipply  being  withdrawn 
but  the  dispute  was  refereed  to  a satisfactory  conclusion.  All  the  defects  as  regards 
water  supply  were  discovered  as  a resxilt  of  routine  sampling  and  bacteriological  examination 
and  these  are  listed  as  follows :- 


5,  South  Pen  Road 

Bore 

Excellent  bacterial  condition  but 
unpleasant  taste  and  odour  curable  by 
renewal  of  old  galvanised  iron  pipes. 

Brickyard  Cottages 

Bore 

Satisfactory, 

Cattle  Market 

Mains  standpipe 

Satisfactory. 

3-23,  St,  Peters  Road 

Mains  standpipe 

Satisfactory. 

Brickyard  Cottages 

Bore 

Satisfactory, 

KLondyke  slau^terhouse 

Bore 

Unsatisfactory,  Trouble  rectified  by 
replacing  missing  access  covers  to 
storage  tank. 

Whattons  timberyard 

Bore 

Satisfactory . 

KLondyke  slau^terhouse 

Bore 

Satisfactory, 

Mill  Drove  Gatehouse 

Deep  well 

Satisfactory, 

West  Road  reservoir 

Mains  standpipe 

Satisfactory, 

9 and  1 1 , Cawthorpe 

Bore 

Satisfactory, 

Brickyard  Cottages 

Bore 

Sat isf ac  t ory , 

Bo\ame  Hygienic  Laxmdry 

Bore 

Satisfactory. 

5,  The  Slipe 

Bore 

Satisfactory, 

Mays’  Knackers  Yard 

Bore 

Satisfactory, 

2,  The  Slipe 

Bore 

Satisfactory, 

4,  The  Slipe 

Bore 

Satisfactory, 

1 , Wilson’ s Drove 

Bore 

Satisfactory, 

Cawthorpe  Hall 

Bore 

Satisfactory, 

10,  Cawthorpe 

Bore 

Satisfactory, 

Brickyard  Cottages 

Bore 

Satisfactory, 
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Red  Hall  (3  sang)les) 

West  Road  reservoir 
Mill  Drove  G-ateho\ise 
4,  South  Pen  Road 

3 - 23,  St.  Peters  Road 
Queen* s Road  School  Canteen 
British  Railways  Station 

1 and  3,  Tunnel  Bank  Road 


Bore 

Mains  standpipe 
Deep  well 
Bore 

Mains  standpipe 
Mains 

ex.  Mains  stand- 
pipe 

Bore 


Unsatisfactory.  Faecal  coli  present. 
Dead  hird  found  in  storage  tank. 
Satisfactory. 

Satisfactory, 

Bore  head  defective  and  much  water 
flowing  to  waste  but  satisfactory. 
Satisfactory. 

Satisfactory 

Satisfactory. 

Satisfactory  bacterial  condition  but 
unpleasant  physical  quality  and  in- 
adequate, To  be  remedied  by  renewing 
bore  and  pipes. 


Thirty-ei^t  dwellings  are  still  without  an  inside  supply  of  water  to  a kitchen  sink  and 
depend  upon  an  outside  standpipe  usually  in  the  back  yard  and  shared  with  other  occupants.  This 
residue  of  houses  figures  principally  because  of  the  opposition  of  the  occupants  vAio  would  rather 
have  the  relative  inconvenience  than  infringement  of  their  living  space.  There  has  been  some 
improvement  in  the  situation  in  the  year  and  the  Council  was  able  to  secure  this  amenity,  utilising 
the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  and  the  Water  Act,  194-5.  Three  households  on  the 
West  Road  continue  to  fetch  their  water  from  a standpipe  provided  by  the  Council  at  the  reservoir; 
this  is  no  great  distance  but  must  present  the  people  concerned  with  no  little  burden.  The 
proposal  that  a supply  be  afforded  frcan  the  South  Kesteven  mains  extended  to  the  District*  s 
boundary  is  costly.  There  is  an  alternative  less  expensive  method  of  remedying  this  situation  but 
one  that  is  in  the  hands  of  the  residents  themselves. 


A chemical  analysis  of  the  imtreated  artesian  bore  water  supply  serving  Nos,  1,3  and  5, 
Tunnel  Bank  Road,  Bourne  gave  the  following  infoimation:- 


Total  Solids  dried  180°C. 
Suspended  Matter 
Chlorides  as  chlorine 
Oxidised  Nitrogen  as  nitrate 
Oxidised  Nitrogen  as  nitrite 
Free  and  saline  Anmonia 
Albuminoid  Anmonia 
Temporary  Hardness 
Permanent  Hardness 
Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hours  @ 
80Op.  frcm  N/80  KMn04 


p.p.m. 

465.00 

Slight  trace 

21.30 

0.41 

0.002 

0.048 

0.032 

240.00 

120.00 

0.16 


pH  value 

Appearance 

Odour 

Taste  and  Colour 
Heavy  Metals 
Free  Chlorine 
Iron  as  Fe 
Lead  as  Pb 
Copper  as  Cu 
Zinc  as  Zn 


7.10 

Slightly  turbid 

Normal 

Normal 

Absent 
0,54  p.p.m. 
Absent 
0,01  p.p.m, 

0.1  p.p.m. 
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REFUSE 


The  tip  at  the  Brickyards  site  off  West  Road,  Bourne  has  a limited  life  and  arrangements 
for  the  future  are  having  to  he  considered.  Composting  of  the  \jnniarkettahle  sewage  work’ s 
sludge  with  selected  refxjse  and  the  use  of  a destructor  have  hoth  been  considered  after 
thorough  investigation  by  the  Council’ s Surveyca*  and  discarded  as  being  uneconomic 
propositions  and  not  suitable  for  adoption  in  this  District,  It  was  necessary  to  draw 
the  attention  of  twenty-eight  hovjseholders  to  the  defective  condition  of  their  refuse 
storage  receptacles.  The  heavier  duty  B.S.S,  dustbin  is  a better  proposition  to  most  but 
its  price  persuades  many  to  purchase  the  less  durable  cheaper  models  and  standard  provision 
of  B.S.S  vinits  by  the  Council  could  well  be  considered  to  seme  advantage  viien  next  the 
renewal  of  the  collection  vehicle  is  required,  if  not  sooner,  for  many  would  be  only  too 
willing  to  have  their  dustbins  on'’H.P." 

The  Council  provides  lamppost  litter  bins  in  the  main  shopping  streets  and  at  certain 
strategic  points  in  the  town;  consideration  was  given  to  extending  the  facilities  but  it  was 
felt  that  the  District  would  become  detrimentally  littered  with  bins.  The  general  street 
litter  problon  is  probably  no  more  nor  less  than  any  other  town  of  this  character  and  size 
and  such  as  it  is  could  probably  be  virtually  eliminated  by  a short  concentrated  spell  of 
prosecutions.  However,  specific  sections  of  the  comrauniiy  tend  to  litter  specific  locations 
and  among  these  must  be  indict  e d seme  of  the  residents  and  allotment-holders  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Carr  Dyke,  Manning  Road,  a few  of  the  occupants  abutting  the  Boume  Eau 
watercourse  from  St,  Peter’s  Pool,  the  stallholders  and  users  of  the  Cattle  Market  both 
of  vdicm  contribute  to  a deal  of  not  entirely  unavoidable  litter  on  market  days  as  well  as 
a number  of  moonli^t  venturers  who  contrive  to  spoil  the  picturesque  Eau  in  South  Street, 

PEST  CONTROL. 

The  onployee  responsible  for  pest  control  work  is  appointed  under  the  designation  of 
Gardener/Handyman/Rodent  Operator  on  the  staff  of  the  Surveyor,  only  the  pest  control  work 
coming  inder  the  Public  Health  Department’s  direction.  The  employee  vho  had  successfully 
\indertaken  this  task  for  six  years  terminated  his  employment  early  in  the  year  and  for  an 
important  period  of  the  Spring,  the  Council  was  without  an  Operator.  The  person  appointed  to 
fill  the  post  had  no  previoxas  knowledge  of  pest  control  work  and  was  referred  for  some  basic 
training  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  which  held  a course  for  newly- 
appointed  Operators  at  Lincoln  in  November, 

HS/hilst  there  were  reports  of  heavy  rat  infestations  in  nearby  countryside,  particularly 
in  the  fens,  the  situation  in  the  Boume  District  was  average.  Dwelling  houses  and  local 
authorities’  premises  are  treated  as  a general  rate-bome  expenditure  but  business  premises, 
including  farms,  are  rechargeable  at  cost.  Fewer  farmers  requested  treatment,  preferring 
to  xandertake  their  own  control  work  taking  advantage  of  the  favoxarable  charges  for  materials 
supplied  by  the  Coxancil.  This  has  not  been  xanwelcane  since  this  Coxancil' s existing  resoxirces 
are  not  sxaited  to  xandertaking  a deal  of  rodent  control  work  outside  the  canmitments  of  the 
immediate  Urban  area.  As  regards  faarmland  however,  I am  sxare  that  considerable  iaiprovanent , 
7/ith  progress  in  the  overall  rodent  situation,  coxald  be  achieved  by  re-introducing  the 
Ministay  of  Agricxaltxare , Fisheries  and  Food  contract  searvice  on  a ccmpxilsoay  basis.  The 
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piece-meal  and  imskilled  attentions  of  many  of  the  farming  camnjnily  and  the  inability  of  local 
authorities  generally  to  fill  the  gap  must  eventually  force  this  action. 

The  Kesteven  Workable  Area  (Rodent  Control)  Cammittee  continues  in  being,  though  meeting  less 
frequently.  This  Ccmmittee  is  ^onsored  by  the  Ministry  of  Agricultxrre , Fisheries  & Food  and  aims 
at  co-ordinating  the  efforts  of  the  constituent  bodies  represented  on  it.  This  Council’s 
representatives  consist  of  Councillor  J.R.  Cruramitt,  J.P.,  and  myself.  A useful  joint  meeting 
with  the  Lindsey  Committee  was  held  during  the  year. 

A rodent  control  workshop  at  iiie  rear  of  the  public  conveniences  was  completed  and  affords  the 
staff  reasonable  and  safe  working  conditions  for  the  first  time. 

N\3mbers  of  ant  and  wasp  infestations  were  dealt  with  using  cyanide  gas  powder  or  proprietory 
insecticides  according  to  circumstances.  The  nature  of  the  refuse  tip  gives  rise  to  difficulties 
in  insect  control  and  it  has  always  been  difficiilt  to  keep  fly  infestation  to  a reasonable  minimum; 
this  problem  was  particularly  acute  this  year  and  the  old  and  inadequate  spraying  apparatus  is  to 
be  replaced  with  a Newton-Chambeis  dry-powder  pneumatic  unit  for  19^2. 

Details  of  rodent  control  work  carried  out  in  I96I  are  as  foUows:- 


1 . Nmber  of  properties  inspected. 


(a)  On  con5)laint 

101 

(b)  Survey  under  the  Act 

217 

( c)  Otherwise 

153 

2.  Number  of  infestations. 


( a)  Rats 

99 

(b)  Mice 

9 

t 

3.  Nimber  of  properties  treated  by  L.A.  98 

4.  Sewer  maintenance  treatment;  Number  of 

manholes  in  system  I40 


(a)  Positive  restalts 

Janxoary 

17 

November 

31 

(b)  Negative  results 

89 

84 

The  valued  advice  of  the  Ministry’s  Pest  Control  Staff  at  Nottingham,  Lincoln  and  Sleaford 
continues  to  be  readily  available . 
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RECREAOION  FACILITIES. 


Fine  outdoor  recreational  amenities  are  provided  "by  the  Covncil  in  the  foim  of  a large 
recreation  groimd  and  hy  the  Boiome  United  Charities  by  way  of  the  Abbey  Lawns  canprising 
tennis  courts,  bowling  green,  football  and  cricket  pitches  and  an  open-air  swimming  pool. 

For  the  less  active,  a thriving  Darby  and  Joan  Club  is  providing  the  elderly  with  outside 
interest  stimulating  both  mental  and  physical  recreation.  Apart  from  general  sanitation 
and  hygiene  matters  the  swimming  pool  is  the  only  amenity  in  these  recreational  facilities 
which  attracts  direct  attention  frcan  a public  health  viewpoint,  Eirou^  the  summer  season 
which,  owing  to  erratic  weather  conditions  and  bathing  loads,  provided  the  Charities  Trustees 
with  a difficralt  operational  situation,  chlorination  checks  vrere  undertaken  to  determine  the 
efficienty  of  treatment,  Sixteen  samples  of  the  pool's  water  were  sdso  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  1?  proved  satisfactory,  Whilst  the  pool  continues  to  staffer  from  algae  growth, 
the  physical  condition  of  the  water  was  improved  to  seme  extent  by  dosing  with  1 p,p,m,  copper 
sulphate,  A number  of  factors  including  the  low  rate  of  turnover  and  absence  of  chemical 
precipitants  v/ill  continue  to  predispose  this  pool  to  algal  trouble  to  sane  degree,  A need 
for  a toddler’s  pool  has  been  felt  for  a long  time  since  even  the  shallow  end  of  the  main 
pool  has  a minimum  depth  of  3'  0**  and  is  not  suitable  or  safe  for  the  small  children.  To 
meet  the  need  the  Trustees  constructed  a shallow  pool  near  the  main  one,  utilising  the 
main  pool's  circulation  and  treatment  system.  The  design  was  rather  a poor  one  and 
presented  a nomber  of  physical  hazards  but  inprovements  are  being  effected  in  time  for  the 
1962  season. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  criticism  of  the  Mass  Radiography  UniiJs  withholding  information  concerning  positive 
txiberculosis  cases  discovered  during  the  mass  sioirvey  in  1960  was  taken  up  by  the  Council  with 
the  East  Anglia  Regional  Hospital  Board,  l/ilhilst  the  required  information  was  not  divulged, 
the  Board  is  to  endeavour  to  assist  in  this  matter  on  any  future  occasions. 

Venereal  diseases  came  to  the  Comcil's  attention  during  the  year.  To  give  sane  publicity 
to  this  infection  and  assist  those  requiring  advice  or  treatment,  arrangements  were  made  for 
the  display  of  suitable  posters  giving  clinic  details  in  the  public  conveniences.  Unfortunately 
there  must  be  members  of  the  public  who  are  particoolarly  sensitive  to  the  matter  since  the 
posters  are  ripped  down  and  destroyed  almost  as  soon  as  replaced;  if  this  sort  of  mentality 
is  any  indication  there  is  little  likelihood  of  an  overall  improvement  in  venereal  disease 
statistics! 

An  outbreak  of  smallpox  occurred  in  Bradford  and  district  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The 
inevitable  publicity  ad*forded  this  disease  resulted  in  a considerable  local  demand  for 
prophylactic  vaccination.  No  local  authority  machinery  exists  in  the  Urban  Distract  for 
providing  the  general  Bourne  public  with  protection  against  this,  or  for  that  matter,  any 
other  infectious  diseases  except  tuberculosis, 

A total  of  22  rectal  swabs  was  sutmitted  to  the  Laboratary  in  the  year. 

A young  lady  that  contracted  Salmonella  St,  Paul  infection  on  an  excursion  outside 
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the  District  recovered  without  any  difficulty  but  routine  checks  reveal  that  she  remains  an 
aj^arently  healthy  ^ymptomless  carrier  of  the  organisms. 

Two  applications  for  yellow  fever  vaccination  were  referred  to  the  Lincoln  Public  Health 
Service  where  this  is  obtainable  by  appointment  on  Tuesdays,  2-5  p.m. 

There  is  a growing  concern  at  the  indiscriminate  use  of  antibiotics  administered  to  food 
animals  (for  both  nutritional  and  medicinal  purposes)  and  in  the  preservation  of  foodstuffs. 
Regarding  animal  husbandry,  it  has  been  fo\md  that  antibiotics  resistant  strains  of  streptococci, 
and  possibly  salmonellae,  are  resiolting  and  the  repercussions  in  man  could  well  beccrne  serious, 

SHOPS  AHD  OFFICES. 

60^  of  the  shops  in  the  town  which  eniploy  sane  250  staff  were  visited  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act,  1950*  In  three  instances  defects  warranting  the  authority’s 
attention  were  remedied  without  resort  to  formal  action. 

Offices  continue  to  wait  the  implimentation  of  effective  legislation.  No  survey  has  been 
carried-out  into  conditions  generally  in  offices  in  the  District  since  no  standard  exists  on 
viiich  to  base  any  investigations, 

AmOSHIERE. 

The  physical  nature  and  situation  of  the  District  with  its  small  and  compact  conraunity 
surrounded  on  all  points  by  open,  relatively  flat  countryside  together  with  the  absence  of  any 
amount  of  industrialization  tend  to  provide  the  population  with  a generally  wholesome  atmosphere. 
The  affects  of  air  pollution  are  only  occasionally  felt;  for  instance  on  two  of  the  exceptional 
occasions  dinring  the  year,  smog-like  conditions  were  experienced  and  caused  considerable  dis- 
comfort, The  one-time  characteristic  stench  from  Messrs,  Mays’  chemical  by-products  factory 
which  pervaded  the  atnosphere  so  frequently  up  to  a few  years  ago  is  seldom  experienced  now 
since  the  provision  of  new  processing  plant  and  the  use  of  chemical  deodorant  additives, 

GENERAL  CCMELAINTS. 

184  general  complaints  concerning  public  health  matters  varying  from  unwholesome 
individuals  to  unsavoury  articles  were  received  and  satisfactorily  dealt  with  in  the  twelve 
months, 

FACTOREES. 

A new  principal  Act,  the  Factories  Act,  1961  was  introduced  and  completely  consolidates 
factory  act  law.  Every  factory  received  a routine  visit  in  1961  at  least  once.  Sanitary 
accommodation,  as  ever,  comprised  the  majority  of  items  warranting  criticism.  In  one  case  it 
was  found  that  the  employees  of  an  engineering  factory  had  had  no  water  supply  to  the  one  w,c, 
provided  fear  their  use  for  some  weeks;  together  with  nev/spaper  for  tissue,  a broken  seat,  leaking 
roof  and  an  off -hinge  door  the  general  condition  was  deplorable  and  one  wonders  how  the  shop 

steward  avoided  relating  this  to  union  activities.  The  Council  very  soon  related  it  to  the 
requirements  of  the  Factories  Act, 
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The  following  schedule  details  factory  work  during  the  year: 
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No  prosecutions  were  instituted  during  the  year 


SANITATION 


The  Co\incil* s contractors,  the  Stamford  Construction  Co.  Ltd,,  commenced  the  provision  of  a 
new  foul  sewer  in  West  Street  and  Woodview,  part  of  the  second  stage  of  re-sewering  the  old  net- 
work and  relieving  the  fovil  sewers  of  the  excessive  amounts  of  surface  water  drainage  which  have 
in  the  past  given  rise  to  flooding  parts  of  the  town.  The  canplex  and  expensive  task  of  separating 
as  much  as  possible  of  the  combined  private  drainage  is  also  involved  since  it  is  necessaiy  to 
exclude  all  but  2 acres  of  surface  water  drainage  from  these  sections  of  the  fo\iL  sewer  network. 

This  apparently,  is  dictated  as  much  by  the  capacity  of  the  new  sewers  being  provided  in  the 
re-sewering  programme  as  by  the  adequacy  of  the  sewage  works.  All  work  is  -undertaken  under  the 
guidance  of  the  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers,  Messrs.  Pick,  Everard,  Keay  and  Cimson.  Relief 
of  flooding  in  the  north-east  sec-fcion  of  the  town  area  is  dependent  upon  agreement  with  British 
Railways  -who,  to  sane  extent,  hold  the  key  to  the  surface  water oitf all  in  that  area;  negotiations 
were  still  continuing  at  the  year’s  end.  The  policy  in  Woodview  and  West  Street  is  to  provide  new 
foul  sewers  and  leave  -the  existing  old  brick  sevrers,  -vdiich  currently  act  in  a conbined  capacily, 
to  cater  in  fu-bxure  for  surface  water  drainage  only.  Excavations  have  revealed  -these  old  sewers 
to  be  in  a not  very  good  state. 

The  Weir  Eyke,  that  orphan  -with  so  many  reluctant  foster  parents,  has  finally  been  adopted 
officially  by  the  Black  Sluice  Internal  Drainage  Board.  The  Board  -was  anxious  -that  the  Council 
cleanse  -tiiis  channel  before  taking  it  over  but  the  Council  offered  wi-thout  prejudice  a sum  of 
£500  as  a salutary  contribution  towards  the  Board  xmdertaking  this  work  as  part  of  its  responsibili-ty. 

Sane  progress  was  experienced  in  -the  matter  of  securing  -the  prevision  of  waterclosets  and 
drainage  connections  to  -the  Eyke  village  sev/er  but  at  -the  end  of  -the  year  ten  fit  hoiises,  fi-ve 
of  them  owner-occupied,  were  still  -wi-thout  -these  basic  amenities, 

Following  pressure  fron  -vTcmens’  bodies,  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  issued 
a circular  to  local  authorities  requiring  the  abolition  of  turnstiles  in  public  cmveniences.  Wo 
such  fi^jEvices  exist  in  any  conveniences  in  Bourne, 

A survey  of  -the  sanitary  acconmodation  provided  on  seme  of  the  farm  units  in  -the  Dis-trict 
produced  the  following  information.  The  pro-visions  of  the  Agricul-ture  (Safety  Health  & Welfare 
Provisions)  Act,  1956  are  among  the  less  easy  to  apply  for  it  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  assess 
a farm’s  sanitary  requirements  practically,  particularly  on  units  of  land  which  incl-ude  most  of 
-the  farm  workers’  cottages. 


Nimber  of  agricultural  units  for  the  purposes 
of  the  Act  within  the  Eis-trict 

- 

61  I 

Number  inspected  in  accordance  -with  sanitary 
provisions 

- 

36  (5955)  I 

Number  found  to  have  satisfactory  sanitary 
conveniences  available  to  -workers 

- 

29  I 

In  September  I had  the  pleasure  of  attending  the  Annual  Conference  of  the  Association 
of  Public  Health  Inspectors  •vshere  a most  informative  and  stimulating  programme  was  provided. 

On  a scmeT/diat  more  sombre  note  I attended  a two  day  course  for  local  authorities*  health  staff 
on  "The  Public  Health  Aspects  of  Radioactivity*’,  Grey  November  weather-  in  Bradford  provided  a 
fitting  environment  for  a subject  in  irfiich  it  is  all  too  easy  to  restrict  one’s  outlook  to  the 
effects  of  war  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  peaceful  uses  of  radioactive  material  present  health 
hazards  T)^ch  local  authorities  need  to  bear  in  mind.  As  far  as  is  known  no  radioactive  materials 
are  en5)loyed  in  any  local  industries  in  Bourne. 

The  publicity  material  frem  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education  and  the  Ministries  continues 
to  be  readily  available  but  does  not  keep  pace  in  quality  of  presentation  vdth  general  ccmmercial 
advertising  and  less  use  is  made  of  it  than  hithei-to. 

Laboratory  facilities  are  available  at  Peterborough,  Statutory  tests  and  bacteriological  and 
biological  examinations  are  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  vhich  with  proper 
staffing  and  better  acconmodation  and  equipment,  is  now  able  to  afford  good  facilities.  The 
Pathological  Laboratory  also  assists  the  Council  ccnsiderably  with  veterinary  pathology.  Both 
Laboratories,  ihe  former  under  the  Direction  of  Dr.  J.  Glencross  and  the  latter  under  Dr,  J,  Pulton, 
afford  an  ever-helpful  and  indi^ensable  service  to  the  caununiiy  and  I wish  to  thank  them  for  -fcheir 
assistance  in  . 

My  duties  consist  mostly  of  unpleasant  tasks  carried  out  in  an  unwelcome  atmosjiiere  for, 
preventive  medicine, unlike  curative,  seldom  has  any  apparent  urgency  and  in  the  eyes  of  the  majority 
is  an  investment  worthy  of  their  own  lip  service  but  other  peoples*  trouble  and  expense.  It  is  in 
this  environment  that  I must,  of  necessity,  depend  for  support  and  incentive  and  in  this  connection 
I wish  to  thank  my  colleagues  on  the  staff  and  particularly  Dr,  Ellis  Smith  for  their  ever-rqady 
help  and  consideration  during  yet  another  year, 

I am,  Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  respectfully, 

L.W.  BEOM, 

Public  Health  Inspector. 
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